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Quick hide the bunnies
because spring is here, and we don’t want the magazine covered in 
Easter egg chocolate, now do we? Good... now that the bunnies are out 
of the way, let me tell you about this issue. We have decided not to do a 
themed issue this time. We had many different articles in store for you, 
and we didn’t want to limit the scope of the issue with a theme. We do, 
however, have a lot of goodies for you! We will take you on a private tour 
of the Goth Mansion, and we have a big makeover article of a Victorian 
house. We visited a Priory and also had a chance to sit down with the 
people behind Simplay.

As always, we have some staff tips for you, and we also welcome a 
new player to the team - Tibert, our new geek support guy! He will help 

you get your CC in order and answer any frequently asked tech-
nical questions you may have.

Because we know that many of you find bathrooms really 
hard, we opened a challenge about bathrooms on our forum. 
We have highlighted the most interesting entries from the 
challenge and combined them with our best bathroom tips. 

We also have some more roof inspiration for our Sims 3 play-
ers that we hope you will find useful!

Enjoy the issue and enjoy the Spring! 

Ed
ito

ria
l

Easter Egg Hunt
It is Easter so we have asked our household Bunny to hide some eggs in 
the magazine. Easter Bunny says that she has hidden 11 eggs in this issue. 
They each have a link to an image with a letter in them. Find all the letters 
and combine them into a word. The word is the password to your egg hunt 
prize! Click on the Easter bunny below when you have found all the eggs 
and enter in the password.

Editorial Easter Egg Hunt 
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Three Colors:
Mother Nature Lends a Hand

Article by Ballarose
Photographs by Ankuuh

Spring is here and who better to be inspired by than Mother 
Nature? For the perfect color palette, you just need to open your 
front door for a kaleidoscope of ideas. From the lovely pink of a 
newly budding tulip, to the sprouts of fresh grown grass, to the 
tiny crocuses peeking out from the earth, the planet around us is 
coming to life. We decided to take these gifts from nature which 
mark the start of spring and show you how you can bring these 
colors into your home, infusing it with a breath of fresh spring air.

#a77d93
#a3bb33 #ad556d

3 Colors
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Lavender, pink, and green were the cho-
sen inspiration colors for this apart-
ment. Often when you think of this 

color combination, you may envision a nursery 
or perhaps a girl’s room. But don’t underesti-
mate the power of these colors. By not overus-
ing any single color and carefully choosing your 
accents and focal points, you can create a space 
that is fresh, fun, and classy. 

This one bedroom apartment in Bridgeport 
was the perfect canvas for this project. Apart-
ments are typically painted in very bland and 
neutral colors. This particular apartment had 
been painted an institutional grey. Obviously, 
we wanted to keep the labor to a minimum, 
so we opted to keep three of the walls grey. By 
adding floral patterned wallpaper in soft shades 
of pastel pink and lavender to one of the walls, 
the room was instantly revitalized. A wall sten-
cil was added to one of the walls which further 
broke up the grey while adding some sass to 

the space. We found an inexpensive shelving 
unit, stained the frame in a rich wood tone, 
and painted the backdrop of the shelves in our 
coordinating colors of pink and green. Furniture 
pieces in the bolder shades of dusty rose and 
rich forest green compliment the grey, soft pink, 
and lavender. Natural woods such as the bam-
boo blinds and pine coffee table added warmth, 
and fresh potter flowers were added to finish 
off our spring look.

Because of the open concept floor plan, it 
was important that the space from the living 
room flow cohesively through to the kitchen/
dining area. We continued through into this area 
with the color scheme and design elements. A 
tiled backsplash in various shades of green was 
added to the kitchen area. Kitchen cupboards 
and appliances were an off white, so we added a 
wood countertop stained a warm butterscotch 
tone to give it some warmth. A simple, Ikea-
style dining table and chairs were added, the 

Tip 2: Add some natural elements 
such as woods and plants to enrich 
the space.

Tip 1: Wall stencils are an inexpensive way to add drama and flare to an 
otherwise bland wall.

Tip 3: Use accents such as throw cushions, plants, lamp shades, and 
artwork to tie your space together.
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tabletop the same butterscotch stain as the 
kitchen counters. To make this space pop, we 
added an uncomplicated wicker lamp shade 
which was spray painted the same shade of 
rose as the living room chair and rug. We now 
had a space that was tied together in perfect 
harmony.

Continuing our spring theme into the bed-
room, we opted to keep the same color scheme. 
Curtains in a rich shade of green and a green 

footstool were added along with a wooden desk 
and dresser. Stencils were painted onto the end 
tables, incorporating the pinks and greens used 
throughout.

So, there you have it! By simply opening your 
front door and your imagination, you can take 
a bland space and create interior decorating 
magic using just three simple colors.

Tip 4: Use different gradients of the 
same color.

http://linna.modthesims.info/d/371487
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Dear Bella,
My hubby and I are in drastic need of help in 
turning our little girl's room into a more suitable 
room for her age. Rachel is almost thirteen and is 
no longer into the color pink. Nor does she care 
about butterflies, which have covered her walls 
since she was born. She's found a new love for 
old music and adores James Dean. She's recently 
taken to using her bed as a stage for her mini-
concerts. Her interests are so varied that it's hard 
to settle on the pre-selected room motifs in the 
stores. We have no clue how to find things that 
she'll think are "grown up" since we still think of 
her as our baby. Can you please help us?
Thank you,
Sad Mommy

Ask Bella
Article by PrincessJo & Velvet

Photographs by Velvet

Before

Ask Bella
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Don’t be so glum. I have just the thing for your 
pre-teen daughter. Pink is very yesterday (very), 
so I think now is the perfect time to turn Rachel’s 
old-school room into a transitional space. The 
transitional style is a mix of contemporary and 
modern, and I think that’s the way to go for this 
young lady.

Strip those walls, and throw on some paint! 
Pre-teens and teens are continually in a state of 
flux; it’s much easier to change a space with a 
new coat of paint than it is to buy rolls and rolls 
of wallpaper. Let Rachel decide on the colors she 
wants for her new room. Another great thing 
about paint is that anyone can do it! It’s a fun 
project for the family to enjoy, and it will make 
Rachel feel as though the room really belongs 
to her. I suggest the use of stencils for patterns 
or crumpled newspaper to achieve a nice tex-
tured look.

Window dressing is as important to a room as 
any other part of the décor. You must, I implore 
you, sack the frilly curtains. They simply are not 
suitable for a pre-teen’s room. Shades, frames, 
or curtains with vibrant colors, fun shapes or 
abstract designs would be more the thing.

You could take up the pink carpet to see 
what’s underneath, but in these days and times 
it would be easier and less expensive to find a 
rug or two to add to the mix. Again, keep to 
deco items, furniture, etc. that can be changed 
without too much extra effort. Rachel is in the 
beginning stages of her teen years, and I can 
assure you from past experience, her interests 
will change a few dozen times (if not a hundred) 
before she’s ready to leave the nest.

You say she has a love for James Dean – so 
do I by the way! This, too, is a good thing. Find-
ing commercial art work of the former movie 
star is so easy it’s laughable. You can buy a few 
inexpensive posters and frame them up for your 
daughter’s room; the possibilities are endless.
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Her love for music, if it’s a true talent and not 

a momentary diversion, could be fostered by 
purchasing a preferred musical instrument, 
or, if she’s a singer, a microphone or karaoke 
machine. Whatever her interests may be, it’s 
always a good idea to have a designated space 
designed for pursuit of those passions.

One last thing, if your daughter is anything 
like mine was at that age, she’s going to need 
more storage space. A closet would be ideal; 
but if it’s not in the forecast for you, I suggest a 
larger dresser, perhaps a bed chest or a bed with 
storage built-in. There are a number of ways to 
find out-of-the-way storage space for today’s 
teen rooms.

Ultimately, you and your spouse will find it 
easier to reinvent Rachel’s space by first listen-
ing to her wishes (feel free to ignore the more 
outlandish requests), then noting her hobbies 
and interests, and finally by just having fun. It’s 
never a good idea to stress over a space – it 
makes for less enjoyment of it after.

When all has been said and done, I prom-
ise the room that you, your hubby, and Rachel 
design together will be exactly what is best for 
her. Have fun and good luck! You’ll need it in 
the coming years.

Best Wishes, Bella

http://livingsims.nl/forum/forumdisplay.php?fid=10
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Dear Hoping to catch more Zzz's,

I sympathize with you wanting to catch those 
extra hours of sleep. I don't need an alarm 
clock anymore because after Tessa gets up and 
starts rummaging through our dresser, I'm wide 
awake. From the way your room is laid out it 
looks like that small opening would be a great 
place to put some folding doors. They are easy 
to install, look classy and will keep that glaring 
light from wrestling you from your slumber.

Good luck,

Andy

Ask Handy Andy
Article & photographs by: Eronoel & cupcakxx

Need help picking out new furniture? 
Struggling to reach those high ceilings? 
Landscaping a garden? 
Then write to me, and I will try my best to help 
solve your troubles

Dear Andy,
The master bedroom in my house has a sink 
area that is open to the rest of the room. 
The problem is that my husband has to get 
up two hours earlier than I do and when 
he gets up in the morning the glaring lights 
keep me awake. I tried a curtain but it 
didn't look good. Do you know how I could 
solve my problem without having to do major 
construction?

Sincerely,
Hoping to catch more Zzz's

Before

Ask Handy Andy
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0 Tip: 
Last month, Tessa and I decided to splurge and 
buy a hot tub. The problem was that every time 
Tessa hopped into the tub she later hopped out 
and tracked puddles across our living room on 
her way to the bathroom to rinse off the chlo-
rine and get dressed. After getting my socks wet 
from stepping in a puddle for the thirty-fourth 
time, I was reminded of an old friend of mine 
who used to have a pool. His house had a bath-
room open directly into the patio to make bath-
room breaks, washing off chlorine and changing 
clothes much more accessible. So I decided to 
add a new door to our guest bathroom. After 
checking to make sure that there were no elec-
trical or plumbing utilities in the wall, I began 
the process of framing the door. When adding 
an exterior door, there is a good chance that the 
wall is load bearing, so I made sure to provide 
the necessarily support for the wall by doubling 
up the studs on either side of the wall. All in 
all adding a door to the exterior of your house 

doesn’t have to be difficult, but it does require a 
little time and patience. After finishing the exte-
rior door to the bathroom, Tessa was as happy as 
a bed bug in a five star hotel and has been eager 
to share our newest house “addition” with all of 
her friends in the neighborhood – along with 
some hot-tubbing. As for me, I am just happy 
to keep my socks nice and dry.

Dear Andy,
The wall to wall carpet in my living room is 
almost dead. Should I replace it with car-
pet, wood, tile, linoleum? There are so many 
options I just don't know what to do!

Sincerely,
Floored

Dear Floored,
Picking a new floor can be a tough decision 
since the floor can completely change the feel 
of a room. Before you start picking out your new 
flooring, I would recommend ripping up a bit 
of that wall to wall and seeing if there is any-
thing interesting underneath. Sometimes, espe-
cially in older houses, there might be a beautiful 
wood floor in-the-rough hanging out under that 
carpet and that can save you a lot of work and 
money. But if you don't find anything useful, I 
would recommend either wood or carpeting for 

a living room. I have seen living rooms with tile 
but that is an unusual twist and not really nec-
essary unless you have a lot of dirt and water 
that gets on your floor. My personal favorite 
is wood. When picking out a new wood floor-
ing you want to make sure it isn't too busy and 
that it also coordinates well with the walls. A 
wood floor is easy to clean and you can throw 
some great rugs on top of it to add layers and 
colors. Wall to wall carpeting can also be a good 
choice for a living room. However, unless you 
want to make a statement, I would stay away 
from any overly “unique” carpeting since that 
doesn't always age well (orange shag, I'm look-
ing at you). But still don't feel like you have to 
limit yourself to white or beige, playing with 
the carpet color can really add some pizazz to 
your room. The key to flooring is that you want 
it to complement your room, not distract from it.

Hope that helps,

Andy



We have a new hero in the house! 
Introducing Tibertus Techguy. 

Our boy Tibertus is here to help you 
with all your tech type dilemmas. There 
is no question he won’t answer. If he 
doesn’t know the answer he knows 
where to find it so keep your eyes out 
for Tibertus in future issues.

Article by: Macthekat, Martine, Ankuuh 
Photographs by: fashionista125, Speechless & Ankuuh

Credit to: Mod The Sims Tib
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Geek Support

Geek Support

http://mysims3blog.blogspot.com/
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Patching Tips

To perform a safe patch that will not crash and 
burn your game you should back up the fold-
ers: Saves, Saved Sims, Library, DCCache, Down-
loads & Mods. You can simply move them to 
your desktop and they should be safe.

CC in the Programs Folder
If you still have your custom content in your 
Programs folder, then you should remove those 
out of there before patching:
1. To remove your folder, go to “Program Files\

Electronic Arts\The Sims 3\” – Take note that 
this folder is in the “Program Files” folder, NOT 
“My Documents” like Sims 2.

2. Right click on the folder labelled “Mods” and 
select “Cut”

3. Go to your Desktop. Right-click and choose 
“Paste” - This will move your folder to your 
desktop. Doing so may take a few seconds.

You don’t need to do this if you do not use the 
Programs folder for custom content, which you 
shouldn’t if you have the newer expansions.

Remove Any Custom Camera Hacks
If you have any custom camera hacks down-
loaded, you need to restore the originals (you 
did back them up, right?). This is very important. 
Your patching will fail if they are still in there.

If you did back them up like you were sup-
posed to, put the original files back into your 
“Program Files\Electronic Arts\The Sims 3\
GameData\Shared\NonPackaged\Ini” folder. 
This should replace your camera hacks.

Remove the Hacks
Always remove hacks before attempting to 
install anything. When everything has installed 
correctly, then you can proceed to put them 
back in slowly. Many hacks/mods will need 
updating as well, so when you download a hack, 
bookmark the web page and check back there 
every now and then.

Patching Via Launcher
Run the launcher. It will pick up the version 
automatically and you should be able to update 
it just fine. If the downloads cut out before com-
pleting or you are not prompted to update, 
check if you had disabled Automatic Updates. 
Also, check your EADM program’s connection to 
the Internet and if necessary, uninstall & rein-
stall EADM.

Also ensure that your Firewall & Anti-virus 
application(s) do not block the EADM, Launcher 
programs to run or block access to the official 
site [www.thesims3.com].

If the process is halted or interrupted, check 
that you’re running the latest version of EADM. 
See “Common Errors” for some suggestions to fix 
error messages encountered most often. Alter-
natively, you can choose to use the direct down-
load method as outlined below.

If for some reason, you cannot use the 
launcher to patch, Mod The Sims has great infor-
mation on what to do.

Ok, it is Installed. What Now?
First of all, check that your game works without 
your CC in. If that runs great, you can go ahead 
and transfer back the folder you moved to the 
desktop earlier.

Any Problems?
Check out Mod The Sims for great information 
on what to do when it does not work here. 

Credits: Mod The Sims.info

Back Up
This is the single most important tip I can give 
you: Always have a recent backup available of 
the following files and folders: 
• Saves
• Saved Sims
• Library

• DCCache
• Downloads
• Mods

You can find the mentioned folders in this 
location: “Documents > Electronic Arts > The 
Sims 3”

Backed up folders
What are in the different folders that we ask 
you to back up? Well, here is an overview:
• DCCache: The custom content you 

installed via the Launcher. These are 
the items that appear in the “Installed 
Content” tab in the Launcher.

• Downloads: The .Sims3Pack files you 
downloaded from the store, these files 
need to be reinstalled via the Launcher.

• Exports :The Lots you have created in-
game and shared.

• Library: The Households and (Residen-
tial/Community) Lots Bin in the Edit 
Town screen.

• SavedSims: Your custom Sims that you 
have downloaded and saved to Bin in 
CAS.

• Saves: Your saved towns and games. 
Recorded Videos & Screenshots - If you 
have any of these for storytelling

• userPresets.package file:  
the custom patterns you had created 
in Create-A-Style and saved.



3. Click on “Settings” under “Performance”

1. Open your Control Panel and click on “System”

2. Click on “Advanced System Settings”

4. Click on the tab “Data Execution Prevention” 8. Repeat with all the other .exe files

5. Then click on “Add” and navigate to all the .exe files of all your Sims games (basegame, expan-
sions and stuff packs). They can be found under: “Programs/Electronic Arts/[expansion name]/
Game/bin”
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* Note that this varies slightly 
depending on your version of 
Windows. 

Cure the Crashes*
If your game is crashing to the desktop 
without any warning after just a few min-
utes of play, then this will probably help 
you. The problem happens when Windows 
shuts down your game because it wrong-
fully thinks it is a virus. What you need to 
do is tell Windows that Sims 3 is not a virus, 
no matter what your boyfriend keeps tell-
ing you. Here is what you do:
1. Open your Control Panel and click on 

“System”
2. Click on “Advanced System Settings”
3. Click on “Settings” under “Performance”
4. Click on the tab “Data Execution 

Prevention”
5. Then click on “Add” and navigate to all 

the .exe files of all your Sims games 
(basegame, expansions and stuff packs). 
They can be found under: “Programs/
Electronic Arts/[expansion name]/
Game/bin”

6. Click on “TS3[EP name].exe”
7. Click “Open”
8. Repeat with all the other .exe files

I know it sounds complicated, but if you 
follow the steps, it takes only 2 minutes to 
do and it is not difficult. You will be singing 
with joy when you get in game next time 
and are able to actually play.
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To Merge or Not?

If you have your CC installed as .package files, 
then you probably want to merge the files to 
get your game performance up. The game really 
slows down and takes forever to load if you 
have 2000 un-merged .package files. You can 
solve this pretty easily by merging the files, but 
some files should be merged or should only be 
merged with care.

CC that merges without problems:
• Clothing, makeup, accessory, shoes and 

skin-tones
• Build and Buy objects
• Terrain, roofs

CC that should be merged with care:
• Hair: Merge them little by little as they are 

often very big and tend to give you errors if 
you merge them all at once.

• Pattern files: If the pattern was not created 
with EA’s pattern tool, it isn’t a problem and 
you can just merge it. EA’s patterns might 
give you the “Materialising Textures” error 
when you try to load up CAS. If you don’t 
know how a .sims3package file was created, 
then the easiest thing is to install it with the 
Launcher. All patterns that you downloaded 
as .package should merge without problems.

CC that should NOT be merged:
• Counters should always be installed via the 

launcher. They do not re-colour properly 
otherwise.

• Store sets do not like to be merged. It can be 
done, but it is a hassle

• Sims, lots and worlds. 

Read more about merging in our article 
“Custom Content Management” in issue 15

Tips, Tricks, Tutorials and More

Extra

Do you want 
to see more of 

Tibertus Techguy?

LS Extra is coming 
to a computer near 

you this Spring!
LS Extra is a companion magazine to Living-
Sims, that will focus on the more technical 
aspects of Sims 2 & 3. It will have a wide range 
of tutorials and How To articles on everything 
from posing sims to CC management.

Don’t worry, we’ve got you 
covered with a whole new 

magazine!
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Trying to achieve that perfect colour scheme? Want some advice 
on mixing design styles effortlessly? Need just the right cheat 
code to give your rooms a more realistic feel? The LivingSims 
staffers have been working hard to bring you some of their 
favourite design tips; you are sure to find a tip to give your rooms 
that little extra something.

Photographs by: macthekat, Sebausten, Simoleontree,  
Anidoop, Erica, Ankuuh, Eronoel & fashionista125

The Staff Edition
Designer Tips

macthekat
Moveobjects on is a 
really powerful tool 
that lets you create 

new objects by com-
bining existing ones. 

Like in this picture 
where macthekat has 

combined a foun-
tain and some potted 
plants to create a very 
exotic look. The foun-

tain has also been 
moved in under the 

house. 

Sebausten
Don’t be afraid to 
mix styles; an antique 
piece of furniture can 
fit nicely into a mod-
ern décor and make a 
stunning focal point. 

Velvet
Don’t have a clue on 
what color scheme to 
use? Use a favorite wall 
hanging as inspiration; 
choose your colors 
from a painting, por-
trait or wall hanging to 
bring the elements of 
your room together. 

Designer Tips



Ballarose
Be adventurous and 
step outside the box 
when trying to pick 
that perfect color 
scheme. Play around 
with colors that may 
not traditionally fit 
in a particular space. 
The end result might 
just surprise you. 

LemonJelly
Don’t forget about your lighting. The right 

lighting can create a great atmosphere and 
add an extra dimension to the space. 

fashionista125
The Sims 2: Combining the cheats ‘boolprop 

snapobjectstogrid false’ ‘boolprop allow45de-
greeangleofrotation true’ and ‘moveobjects 

on’ can create an interesting and more realis-
tic placement of furniture around the room. 
Using OMSPs with those cheats can be even 

more helpful, helping to position clutter at 
more unusual angles. 



Ankuuh
Don’t be afraid to 

use bold colors in a 
room. Pick your color, 

go bright but even 
it out with darker 

and lighter tones on 
the walls and furni-
ture. It makes your 

room look warm, yet 
modern. 

Eronoel
If you like a bold color 

or design, but don’t 
want it to take over 

your room, use it for 
one wall or one sec-

tion of the wall. By 
doing this, you can 

use some strong 
designs for your walls 

without it being too 
dominating. 
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Beauty, Tranquility & Relaxation
Just a few of the things we specialize in at 

Te y's Lxury P l & Spa

Beauty, Tranquility & Relaxation
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Something
Amazing

Pictures by Kementari 1.

2.

3.

4. 5.

6.

Finds: Something Amazing
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7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14. 15. 16.
1. Pillows - Bozena @ SimsDestrict 
2. Round Table Dining Set - LillyOftheValley @ TSR 
3. Rug @ Lunasimslulamai 
4. Books @ Lunasimslulamai 
5. Vintage Paris Pillow - Tinkle @ BPS 
6. Apreciatta Home Bar - SIMcredible @ TSR

7. Furniture @ Lunasimslulami 
8. Boho Chiceria Double Bed @ Camille’s blog
9. Olive Paintings - Bozena @ SimsDestrict. 
10. Lantern @ Lunasimslulamai
11. Decorative Pool Table - Tinkle @ BPS

 
12. Wood Panels - Aloleng @ TSR 
13. Pottery Barn Jars @ Camille’s blog 
14. Cubes - lpvinyl21 @ BPS 
15. RD 2 Stack @ RDcreations 
16. Single Cube @ LemonJellySimsDesigns
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Must  
Have

cc Finds
Remember the times when we only had Sims 2 and 
we could not wait to grab all the pretty custom 
content that kept coming out? The one set even 
more than the other? Even though those times are 
gone and the Sims 3 has taken most of the Sims 2 
players with it, we still have some awesome custom 
content out there. Here are some must have cc finds 
that have been featured in past issues, but which 
are so popular that we had to feature them again. 
Enjoy and grab! 

Cassandre @ BPS > Blake_boy @ MTS2 >

< Magnoliae @ LJ
SJMDesigns and Sherry @ Simscave
      v

Buggybooz @ MTS  
            v

Buggybooz @ BPS >

           ^
Cassandre @ BPS

Finds: Must have CC - The Sims 2



Make your daydream of revisiting your childhood true and spend a night in one 
of our lovely holiday cottages

Book now at CamilleHolidayHomes.sims
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           ^
Mirake @ TSR 

       ^
HolySimoly

Blake_Boy @ MTS
  v

            ^
Blake_Boy @ MTS

http://www.camillecc.com/2011/04/14/start-somewhere/
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Put the tips to use
The challenges for this month revolved around adopting tips 
on bathrooms and bringing them to life. The community did a 
great job adopting the tips and really adding their own spin to 
them. Here are some of the highlights from the bathroom tips 
challenge.

Article by: Eronoel
Photographs by: Ballarose, Cary, Dollkey, Kementari & Repulsive Desire

Tip 1
Experiment with colors in your bathroom
Bathrooms often get stuck in the same color rut, 
so move past those creams, whites and blacks 
and pick up something new to add a new vibe 
to your bathroom. Cool colors, like aquas or 
blues, can help your bathroom become calm 
and zen-like, on the other hand rich, dark colors 
like wine red or royal purple can give your pri-
vate space a bit of luxury. Don’t be afraid of 
color, just pick one and have fun!

In this picture, Ballarose embraced the colors 
burgundy, moss green and cream for her bath-
room. By using these rich colors, she makes her 
bathroom lush and luxurious. Ballarose’s use of 
color really shows how a little change in color 
can change the whole feel of a bathroom and 
even evoke royalty.

Bathrooms: Put the tips to use

Bathrooms
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52 Tip 2
Use clutter to give your bathroom a lived in 
feel.
Think of bathrooms as real rooms and not just 
rooms that serve functions. Adding some tow-
els, a plant and some toiletries can make your 
bathroom evolve from a sterile hotel like bath-
room, to a real, liveable one.

Cary makes great use of clutter in this picture 
of her bathroom. She makes it look lived-in, add-
ing small touches like toothbrushes, plants and 
storage boxes. Cary’s picture demonstrates how 
the use of clutter does not necessarily mean dis-
organized or messy – by using clutter without 
going overboard, Cary strikes a balance of mak-
ing the bathroom functional but also lived in.
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54 Tip 3
Think outside the tile-box.
Tile and linoleum are often used in bathrooms 
because they help prevent water damage, but 
that doesn’t mean that tile is the only choice for 
bathrooms. Experiment with different types of 
wall and floor coverings, including brick, carpet 
or wood. You can also use tile for specific parts 
of the bathroom, like in the shower, to break 
up spaces and protect areas prone to wetness.

Dollkey used wood wall paneling for her 
bathroom. Her choice to use white wood pan-
eling transforms Dollkey’s bathroom into some-
thing more luxurious. In this picture, the wood 
paneling really makes this bathroom look like 
the perfect place for women to “retire” and gos-
sip while touching up their makeup in the “rest” 
room.
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Tip 4
Try placing the tub in the middle of the floor 
and then working around it.
In large rooms, place the tub in the middle of 
the room for a punch of style. By making a beau-
tiful bathtub the center piece in your bathroom, 
it acts not only as a functional sculpture, but 
adds luxury and romance to the room.

This bathroom, by Kementari, perfectly dem-
onstrates the impressiveness of a free stand-
ing bathtub. Kementari also adds to the luxu-
riousness of the free standing tub by adding a 
fountain whose water flows into the tub and by 
highlighting the tub with soft candle light and 
a hanging chandelier.
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Tip 5
Use a coffee table next to the tub to store towels, toiletries and 
other necessities.
A coffee table near your bathtub can be used as both an easy storage 
solution and a classy decoration. Use the table to store shampoos, jars 
of bath salts and other decorative necessities.

RepulsiveDesire has used an Asian inspired table to store towels and 
shampoos in this zen-like bathroom. Not only does the table add to 
the overall theme of the bathroom, but it also provides a great way to 
store toiletries.
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Anke and Balla
Pictures by Ankuuh
Written by Ballarose

On Assignment

Anke and Balla on Assignment

Senior house in Riverview 
Cosy senior home where you can enjoy your golden 
years. Newly renovated, easy to manage. Good 
community, shopping and health facilities close by.

1 bedroom, 1 bath
Lot Size: 20 x 20
Price: $16400 furnished
Tel: (356) 452 21 256 321

http://livingsims.nl/forum/showthread.php?tid=891&pid=11626#pid11626
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Morning ladies, I have a nice and easy assignment for you 
this time around so you should have the whole weekend to 
yourselves! Just drop by the police station, take a few shots and 
conduct a couple of interviews of the makeover that was just 
done there. If you remember, the Bridgeport Police Department 
won the makeover in the contest we ran a few issues back. 
Well, it’s all done now so we need to do a follow-up piece on it. 
Sergeant Malloney suggests you go straight away as things are 
pretty slow at the moment. That way you won’t be interrupting 
important police business. Have fun and have a great weekend!

Macthekat
LivingSims Editor-in-Chief

Reading the e-mail, Anke let out a long, luxu-
rious sigh, relishing the thought of a nice and 
easy assignment and a whole weekend of R&R. 
Life was good. She and Balla had been going 
full speed ahead for the past three weeks and 
had not had one moment to just sit back and 
enjoy their new beach house. Resting her head 
on the back of her chair, Anke lost herself in day-
dreams of coconut tanning lotion and tropical 
drinks with little umbrellas. 

“What’s up with you?” Balla’s voice penetrated 
into her daydream and jolted her back to real-
ity. “You have been making some pretty inter-
esting noises there. Have you been looking at 
naughty pictures on the internet again.” Balla’s 
eyes twinkled mischievously, letting Anke know 
an answer was not required.

“We, my friend, are finally going to have a 
weekend off and I am planning to take total 
advantage of it. But first we have to head down 
to the police station, take some shots of the 
makeover, do an interview and then we are 
free, free, free!” 

“I have a great idea,” Balla said as she pulled 
up to the police station. “We really need to get 
to know our neighbors so how about a beach 
party barbecue - sun, sand and hopefully some 
hot neighbor boys!” 

Arriving at the station, the girls introduced 
themselves to the desk sergeant who led them 
into the newly renovated offices of the police 
force. While Anke snapped some shots, Balla 
interviewed the desk sergeant. 
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“This place was so depressing,” he started. 
Everything was old, worn and beat-up. It looked 
more like a squatter’s hole than a police station. 
It was so disorganized and chaotic because there 
was nowhere to put anything.” He explained how 
the worn old brick was white-washed which 
gave the space a clean and fresh look. Cherry 
red lockers were added, giving some much 
needed color while providing valuable storage 
for confidential files. New stylish wooden desks 
replaced the clunky metal desks and state of the 
art computers were added.The Captain’s office, 
once a square box with absolutely no windows 
or natural light, was now a space where he could 
work while looking out over his force. Should 
privacy be needed, a touch of the remote low-
ered the blinds within seconds. 

Moving on, the Sergeant showed us the R&R 
area. Two plush couches and some comfy chairs 
encircled a 47” flat screen TV. A modern rug was 
added giving the space a sense of hanging out 
in someone‘s living room. “We sometimes have 
to pull double shifts so having a place to relax 
or catch a few winks is important; oh…and of 
course catch the latest episode of Cops,” he 
added, laughing.

Last on the agenda was the newly renovated 
kitchen. Here, one wall was restored to the origi-
nal red brick. White cabinetry was added which 
offset the red brick and butcher block counter-
tops provided plenty of workspace for preparing 
meals. “We all take turns cooking, though some 
of us are a lot better at it than others,” he said 
with a wink.

As the girls were packing up their gear, Balla 
couldn’t help but ask why there were no police 
around. “Is it always this dead in here?” The Ser-
geant explained that they were called to assist 
the Twinbrook police on a stakeout. “Well I hope 
for your sake you have a quiet night then,” Balla 
added. “Otherwise you would be in deep doo 
doo!” Just then the police radio crackled to life. 

“All units, proceed to 73 George Avenue. Bur-
glary in progress.” the disembodied female voice 
echoed throughout the empty police station. 
“We better get out of your way,” Anke said, grab-
bing her bag. What happened next was a flurry of 
chaotic activity and to this day neither Anke nor 
Balla can explain how or what exactly happened. 
They do remember swearing an oath of some 
sort and being given a quick and dirty training 
session on Private Investigators 101. 
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Decked out in stereotypical PI garb, Anke and 
Balla decided to stakeout the library because 
they really had no clue where to begin and it 
seemed as good a place as any. Hiding behind 
their teeny fake bushes Anke started giggling 
uncontrollably. 

“You know, I’ve given up trying to figure out 
why we end up in these crazy, messed up situ-
ations. I am now going to embrace, what has 
become the bizarreness of my life…just so you 
know.” Just then a group of people wandered 
over to Anke and Balla’s super secret hiding 
place. They listened intently and one name kept 
cropping up…the name Twyla Summer. Seems 
that whenever a burglary took place Twyla was 
mysteriously absent. Once the group of people 
dispersed, Balla called the sergeant and gave 
him the intel they had collected. 

“Our job here is done, Sherlock, now let’s go 
plan a party!”

As they pulled into the driveway of their beach 
house a figure, dressed in black and white, scur-
ried past the front door. The girls jumped out of 
the car and Balla barreled towards the figure like 
a bat out of hell. While Anke screamed for help, 
Balla pounced on Twyla Summer and proceeded 
to kick some serious burglar butt. 

By the time help arrived the girls had the situ-
ation well under control and Twyla Summer was 
out of the burglar business for good. Now it was 
finally time for the girls to get their party on.

Curious about how the party 
went? Visit Anke and Balla At 
Home to get the scoop! 





A House that Fits
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Article by Fashionista125 | Photographs by Twi

Living in discomfort in an inner-city flat for a year 

was a challenge for James and Claire McGuire, but 

it meant that when they saw the old run-down barn 

on the outskirts of Sunset Valley, they instantly saw 

a future for them in the old barn. ]
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The old barn on the border between Twin-
brook and Sunset Valley has stood abandoned 
for decades; it was at the mercy of harsh winds 
and rain. I knew this barn had great potential, 
but having a newly decorated house of my own, 
I couldn’t exploit the full potential of it. Many 
had looked at the property hoping to turn it 
around, but when faced with all the work, they 
soon turned away. So when I heard that a young 
inner-city couple had finally brought the prop-
erty, I was thrilled! Ten months later I received 
a small letter in the post, inviting me for a pri-
vate viewing of the newly done up barn. Having 
always admired the barn’s charm, I soon packed 
my things together and drove up to the town 
to see the newly changed barn.

Arriving at the curb, I was immediately aware 
that the barn’s increasingly unstable wood walls 
were gone; they’d been replaced with smooth 
cream wood siding; and not only that, the old 
windows had been replaced with wood ones. 
However, everything still in keeping with the 
style of the barn, the McGuires wanted to keep 
the charm of the property intact. Knocking on 
the hard-wood door, I was greeted with the 
smiling face of Claire McGuire, James standing 
not too far behind. 

“I still can’t quite believe the transformation 
to this barn!” Claire exclaimed as she welcomed 
me into the warm sitting room. The room was 
decorated with earthy tones; tans, greens and 
browns which all created a rich and welcoming 
atmosphere. After speaking some more with the 
couple, I learned that Claire, having grown up 
in Sunset Valley, had always had a soft spot for 
the old barn. Both she and James had been liv-
ing in the city for a number of years, but when 
Claire decided that she wanted to start a family, 
they made the joint decision to travel back to 
Sunset Valley. They both have a creative streak 
and they wanted to find a place they could truly 
make their own; the barn was the perfect can-
vas for them.

They went to relax in the early spring heat, 
leaving me to explore the house by myself. I 
found a running theme in the colours as I walked 
through the house; they were all brought from 
nature. Rustic tans, luscious greens and rust 
oranges created an atmosphere that could be 
described as welcoming, warm, and rustic. As 
I made my way to meet the couple in the gar-
den, I walked through the main entrance hall, 
and the large green rug in the centre drew 
my attention. The rug appeared to have been 

woven expertly, blending the spring green with 
the darker greens and cream perfectly. 

“I see you’ve noticed the rug then,” Claire 
smiled as she walked through. She explained 
how she had found the rug in a small collectors 
shop in Bridgeport, dusty and worn away. But 
with some help from her mother, she restored 
the grand Victorian rug back to its former glory. 

After taking one more trip through the rooms, 
I bid my goodbyes to the McGuire family. They 
had turned an unloved, yet iconic barn, into a 
stylish and welcoming home for their newly 
blossoming family.





The Martinezs are a great outdoors couple 
and spend a lot of time in their flower garden 
and have just recently started a vegetable gar-
den; it’s the first thing I saw when I pulled into 
their drive.

Mrs. Jennifer Martinez met me on their circu-
lar drive and ushered me up the wooden steps 
that led to a very Rockwellian type front porch. 
It even has two rocking chairs! I asked if they 
spent more time on the porch or in the yard, 

she smiled and said, “Oh well, we do a little of 
both. During the summer we spend an inor-
dinate amount of time outside.” She gestured 
toward the blossoming flowers, the focal point 
of the yard, “I can stay out there for hours and 
never tire. Pablo works late a lot and he’ll often 
pull into the drive and the first thing he sees 
is me bending over some new flower or plant 
I’ve purchased.” But as attractive and refreshing 
as the Martinez’s yard is, I was there to see the 
inside of their home.
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Jennifer and Pablo Martinez moved to the small 
town of Riverview a little over three years ago. 
Their family and friends all thought they had 
lost their minds. Why would a prosperous 
business man give up his corner office and a 
woman about town throw it all away to move to 
a little known town like Riverview? The couple 
wanted to start a family and raise their children 

in a place more conducive to family life than 
Bridgeport City.

So, the first thing they did was to find a house 
that embodied their fantasies of the ‘little coun-
try house on the hill’. They lucked out in find-
ing a small, but expandable cottage home in a 
neighborhood of rambling streets, green hills 
and tree-lined corners.

There’s a difference between collecting junk and 
finding good buys – Jennifer Martinez does not 
collect junk.

Article & photographs by Velvet

2nd Time Around



He produces all his work from reclaimed wood, 
steel and the like. Pablo and I have a lot of his 
pieces.” She brought my attention to the ceiling 
lights in the open kitchen, “Those light fixtures 
are creations of his wife and daughter.” I was 
floored again. Four miniature hanging lights 
decorated the kitchen ceiling; they were mason 
jars, transformed to work as light fixtures.

Jennifer laughed at my open-mouthed 
expression. “There’s not much in our house that 
has not been reclaimed or refitted,” she waved a 
hand at the space entire, “this house is over 200 
years old; we are entirely surrounded by history.”

I could have spent the full hour roaming the 
kitchen and living space alone but Jennifer had 
much more to show me. “We had to make some 
adjustments to the room here,” she led me past 
the old Americana sofa that graced the living 
area. She opened the door and stepped aside 
for me to enter.

I’ve never been struck senseless in an inter-
view before but I almost fainted! The room was a 
magnificent marriage of old and new, borrowed 
and dare I say, there was even a little blue! I 
sputtered and shuffled myself further into the 

room and demanded of my host the secrets to 
her style. She laughed, “By style I assume you 
mean work! I didn’t necessarily design this room. 
It kind of came together over the past two years. 
It, along with our bedroom, is the only room in 
the house that has an ambivalent relationship 
with air and heat. It was a close thing for us; we 
almost gutted it completely but a new friend of 
ours showed us how to make it work. As you can 
see we added a ‘new’ light fixture.” She smiled, 

“The light, along with the washer and dryer and 

We walked into the entrance and I was instantly 
enthralled with the space. What a room! Jen-
nifer stopped behind me and waited for me 
to take it all in. The first thing of note was the 
large print portrait of a blues guitarist strum-
ming some tunes. I could barely take my eyes 
off of it and the little entertainment area that 
was set up around it. It was apparent that Jen-
nifer had gotten inspiration from the painting. 
A steel-framed guitar, similar to the one in the 
painting, hung beside the portrait; an old styled 
record player sat atop a side table that looked 
to be reclaimed wood. I asked Jennifer about 
it. “Oh yes, it’s a piece I found in a wood works 
shop in town. The owner is a master craftsman 
who happens to be an avid environmentalist. 



air conditioner, are probably the only really new 
items I have here.”

I found this workstation on G-Bay for, get this, 
$150 simoleans! It was a steal and I would not let 
Pablo talk me out of having it.” She inclined her 
head toward the small, colorful table beside it, 

“That little gem is another find. It’s a circa 1950 
side table. I found it at a garage sale; the owner 
had no clue as to what she had.” Jennifer’s eyes 
twinkled with delight. I could tell that ‘collecting’ 
was as much a passion to her as her gardening.

Jennifer shared stories about most of her finds 
with me; there was an industrial steel lamp, a 
1940s radio, even the ironing board and clothes 
cart were second-hand acquisitions she hunted 
down and claimed as her own. And still, there 
was more!

I have pictures of the first floor bath and will let 
them speak for themselves. The real jaw drop-
per was yet to come.

As we traipsed up the narrow stair case Jen-
nifer told me of her extensive travels and how 
she came to find most of her little treasures - 
her words, not mine. I was in for a treat. As we 
reached the landing I could barely take it all 
in; it was like walking into a finely decorated 
antiques shop! The pleased smile gracing Jen-
nifer’s face told me that she was well acquainted 
with the effect the space had on visitors. We 
spent some small amount of time viewing each 
item but that’s not all. We had yet to see the 
bathroom.



The transition from rich browns, reds and greens 
to soft white and cool turquoise was instantane-
ous. This room was closer to shabby chic than 
it was to the country flavor of the other rooms 
we’d visited. I was curious about this difference. 

“It’s the one room that’s completely my space. I 
mean,” she blushed, “Pablo shared in decorating 
our home but he left this room for me to design 
alone. I think perhaps he realized how stressed I 
was; this was his way of alleviating some of that,” 
she shrugged, “he told me to have at it and this 
is what I came up with.”

The last room is, I think, the best. The master 
bedroom (which will soon double as a nursery, 
Jennifer and Pablo are expecting) was decked 
out in a richer, deeper turquoise and combined 
with crisp white and solid brown; the room is 

utterly elegant. The bedroom is smaller than 
most modern bedrooms but it was large for the 
time it was built. For now the couple is using a 
portion of the space as a place for the expectant 
blessing. The baby pram is the ultimate piece de 
resistance in this space. I couldn’t fathom where 
Jennifer could have found a true Victorian baby 
pram. “It was a gift from my mother-in-law. She 
knows how I adore antiques and bargain finds 
so when she discovered this in an old estates 
auction she grabbed it for me. It’s the one truly 
expensive piece in my whole house!” 
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Divine Design
Wendy has been a single mother for quite some time. After 
finding a new love and expecting their first child together, she 
and her new husband, Michel, decided that it was time to update 
the house from its old, lived-in ways to a new crisp and clean 
home where they and the boys could start over. Because of this 
huge project Wendy and Michel decided that every room would 
be re-done but within a restricted budget.
 

Article by Ankuuh

Wendy’s boys, Sebastian and Steve, ages six and 
eight, had their own list of demands for their 
shared bedroom; the most important one was 
having bunk beds. Wendy and I looked at the 
possibilities and decided to choose two big fur-
niture pieces to place in the room. One pur-
chase was the bunk-beds, much to the boys 
delight, and the other was a wardrobe made 
from recycled wood, a place where the boys’ 
clothes could be stacked away.

 We opted for metal bunk beds that we found 
at a second hand market. We chose metal as the 
material because it was less likely to cause splin-
ters as well as being appropriate for every age. 
The recycled wood wardrobe was purchased 
brand new. We painted the doors of the ward-
robe a bright red to match the printed wall 
behind the bunk beds.

 To save money we chose to paint three walls 
a military green. Painting walls is usually not 
that expensive and it also lasts longer and is 
more durable when it comes to children. Even 
though we knew the wallpaper would be dam-
aged faster, we decided to go for it on the wall 
behind the bunk beds. I chose a nice boyish 
print with greens and reds, with the main color 
being grey. The printed wall is the focal point 
of the room but also calms down the green on 
the other walls. For the floor we opted for a nice 
light wooden floor.

 Last but not least, what is a kid’s room with-
out toys and a lovely, playful chair? I found an

awesome snowman chair that totally fit the 
room. Steve and Sebastian placed their favorite 
toys around it so that they had the snowman 
watching over them while they played. Wendy 
gave them the task of each making a painting 
for their new room which we later hung above 
their toy box.

 To finish things off I added some cheerful 
paintings on the walls and some pillows on the 
bed. Inexpensive shades were placed on the 
windows. Shades are much cheaper than reg-
ular curtains and can look just as good. 

When we were done and the boys saw their 
new and improved bedroom they were beyond 
happy. Steve immediately claimed the upper 
bunk and Sebastian let him. From what I heard 
they were sleeping like angels in it and the 
whole family could not be happier.

Divine Design
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Interview: Simplay



extensive forests and fields, and 
villages with no more than 30 people. I think  
that Vienna remains my true home. I love being 
in nature and being able to leave the stress of 
everyday life behind you. The countryside here 
is the perfect place for it.” She stopped for a 
moment, seemingly lost in memories of her 

When I found out I had won a writers 
internship at a prestigious college 
in Vienna, Austria my colleagues 

were thrilled for me! But that wasn’t the reason 
why I was desperate to make the trip as soon 
as possible; one of the most talented builders 
in our Simming community lives in the City! 
Simpl(a)y’s style is one that is unique to herself; 
blooming and exotic gardens mixed with stun-
ning interiors give her houses a glow, a glow of 
pure talent.

The first thing I did after settling into the hotel 
room I would call home for the next few weeks, 
was contact Simpl(a)y. It seemed fate was on my 
side; she had no plans and agreed to meet me 
in a small café in the centre of Vienna.

I arrived first and sat by the window, watching 
the countless shoppers, tourists and business 
people walk briskly by as I waited for Simpl(a)y 
to arrive. Luckily the wait wasn’t too long and 
before I knew it she was sitting in front of me. A 
waitress placed two coffees on the table upon 
her arrival; she was eager to begin the interview. 
I’m not one to make people wait so I took out 
my notebook and began to write down what 
she said.

We all know you as Simpl(a)y from your very 
own Dreamwidth, what can you tell us about 
yourself?
“My real name is Nicole. I’m 26 years old 
and live in Vienna, Austria. I grew up in 
the countryside, where there are only 
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early life, “My biggest hobbies are my books (I’m 
a book junkie), my pets and my motorbike. “

“Of course don´t forget playing The Sims 2!” she 
adds laughing, a smile on her face.

Your houses and interiors are stunning, where 
do you get all the inspiration from?
She paused for a moment, mulling her thoughts 
before she began, “It varies, many of my houses 
do exist, and most of them are found in the area 
where I live in fact. If I discover something that 
appeals to me I try to re-create it in game for 
my Sims. That’s the nice thing about The Sims.     
You may find a house that is already lost and 
overgrown with grass and bushes and you can 
breathe new life into this house making it any 
way you want. My second inspiration is the 
Internet. Often I find parts of a house or a room 
where I think “That´s it!” Sometimes it is very 
easy, but sometimes I need more time until I 
get the perfect idea.” 

You use a lot of CC in your homes, but what 
is your favourite piece that you couldn’t live 
without?
“Oh my, this is very difficult.” She laughed, “I have 
so many favourites I could not live without; the 
Sims would just not be the same without these 
things. The CC I couldn’t live without for outdoor 
areas would definitely be plants! For the indoor 
furnishing it’s a lot harder to decide. I think the 
objects by Adele are the most important things 
for me, and floors and walls from my-mashup 
are essential for me.”

Your building style seems to be pretty varied, 
but what is your favourite style?
“I don’t really have a favourite style; I love every-
thing as long as it is small, cozy and is sur-
rounded by nature. I try to vary my house styles 
a little bit, so that I can offer a range of different 
houses. You see my new house is influenced by 
the modern style, which isn’t a strength for me, 
but it is good to experiment with new styles.” I 
nodded in agreement, experimenting in styles 
would make you a better builder, though Nicole 
was at the top of her game already.

Every designer has a process, what’s yours?
“Once I found my inspiration, I try to implement 
it in-game. Mostly I consider a basic framework 
for my house, and how it should look once I’ve 
finished. In the final phase I go room by room, 
often I make small changes if I don´t like the 
position of the windows or if a room is too big 

“...I have built houses 
just based on feel, no 

planning.”
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or too small. Normally I build the house 4 to 6 
times before I find something I am happy with.”

When you build your homes, do you have a 
set idea beforehand, or do you just make it 
up as you go along?
“Mostly I’ve an idea or a template on which I 
base the house. Or there is a room or part of a 
house that inspires me. Saying that, I have built 
houses just based on feel, no planning before-
hand.” She paused for a moment, taking a sip 
from her coffee before continuing on.

Not only are your houses stunning on the out-
side, the insides are lovely! Where do you get 
all your fabulous CC from?
“This is difficult; there are so many sites where 
you can get great things.” She laughed, and she 
was most definitely right, so many sites these 
days were full of fabulous content for the Sims 2. 
“Most of the objects I have are from Black Pearl 
Sims. I think I could no longer live without BPS. 

Adele and Buggybooz’s objects are also must-
haves! And of course GOS should not be for-
gotten. Certain things from TSR are really great 
and Simply Styling is high on my list. The most 
beautiful floors and walls can be found on My-
Mashup. There is no house where I have not 
used anything from there. Most of the CC I have 
is found by chance through looking at WCIF’s 
on a few forums. It’s like a flea market, you will 
always find some really nice pieces.” 

Finally, do you have any tips for aspiring build-
ers/decorators out there?
“The most important tip I have is: Never give 
up!” she exclaimed rather loudly, stopping the 
murmur of chatter around the café as they all 
turned their heads to her.

“I think everyone starts out small. If I were 
able to show you today some of my first houses, 
you would laugh at me. In my opinion, the most 
important thing is that you find your own style. 
Every artist has his or her “trademark” style and 

you should remain true to that style. Some 
builders build perfect grunge houses, the oth-
ers [may build] clean and sleek modern homes. 
Intuition is also very important, you very quickly 
get a sense of what matches and what should 
better be left.” She wrapped up the interview 
with that, but she assured me that next time 
I was in Vienna, she would love to talk again. 

gift from simplay
Click house below to download
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Presenting the Perfect

Easter Brunch
It’s Easter, a time for family and friends to gather. Why not 
celebrate by putting together the perfect Easter brunch? Easter 
and spring go hand in hand so an Easter brunch is the ideal way 
to pay homage to Spring and showcase the colors nature so 
generously provides this time each year.

Pictures by Moxxa
Written by Ballarose

Easter is traditionally associated with pas-
tels; they create a fresh and clean look and it 
just wouldn’t be Easter without baby pinks and 
powder blues. But don’t tie yourself down to 
just pastels or your space will look insipid and 
washed out. Adding some rich and bold shades 
such as green and burgundy make your brunch 
table more appealing. Place some colored Easter 
eggs randomly around the table and in contain-
ers for a touch of fun. No need to be all seri-
ous. Fresh spring flowers are a must and you 
can either purchase a floral arrangement or just 
place vases of flowers around. It looks just as 
nice and is much less expensive. 

Lets face it; no matter how hard we try we 
cannot escape the bunny. Easter is just not 
Easter without a few bunnies hanging around 
so don’t fight it. Embrace the bunny!

You’ve invited the guests and planned the 
menu, now what? Putting together the perfect 
Easter brunch does not end here. To truly make 
this event memorable you need to invest a lit-
tle time and energy in creating some ambiance 
and with a few simple tips your brunch will be 
all that it should be and more.

Presenting the Perfect Easter Brunch
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Just remember that less is more. A couple of 
strategically placed bunnies will add a touch 
of sweetness without making it look like a chil-
dren’s Easter party. Try adding some wicker bas-
kets to add some natural tones.

If ever there was a time to celebrate with 
cupcakes this is it. A cupcake tower, laden with 
these tiny little bites of heaven, beautifully dec-
orated in the traditional spring colors of pink, 
yellow and blue, can add whimsical décor to 
your table. 

With a dash of creativity, a sprinkle of inspira-
tion and a pinch of determination you can plan 
the perfect Easter brunch that will make you the 
talk of the town. 
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Living Sims Staff Favorites:

1. 

The staff of LivingSims has come together in order to divulge 
some key contents of our downloads folders for your perusal. 
We’re also providing you with links to them all! Some pieces 
are well known, others are hidden treasures but they’re all 
awesome finds. From our folders to yours, happy hunting!

2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 

Ankuuh
1. Plant by Mutske TSR
2. Little bull sculpture Awesims
3. Antique phone by Eight Three
4. Concept painting by Pilar, Simscontrol
5. Pillows Awesims

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Amoebyte
6. White Little Vases by Simply Styling 

7. Empty Birdcage by RD 
8. Mixing bowls with spoon for baking by Eight/Three’s Atelier 

9. Monopoly Board and Rubix Cube by tdyannd @ TSR 

10. 

11. 
12. 

13. 
14. 

LemonJelly
10. Books from Karas Watching Society

11. Batter Bowl by Bau 
12. The telephone from RD’s Clutter Addict Set

13. Cookie Jar by Bau 
14. Architecture books by Around the Sims 3

Finds: Favourite Clutter - Sims 3
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15. 16. 

17. 

18. 19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 23. 
24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 
28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

Ballarose
15. Eat Me Clutter by RD
16. Frog by Awesims
17. Antique phone by Eight Three
18. Letters from the Past by RD 
19. Small Lily of the Valley in vases

Sebausten 
20. Mojito Home Collection Small sculpture @ TSR 

21. Kitchen Clutter @TSR 
22. Antique Books @ Club Crimsyn 

23. Kitchen Sophie coffee cup @ TSR  
24. Chain smoker smoking clutter @ Club Crimsyn 

Eronoel 
25. Wooden Objects by Pilar at Sims Control

26. Photographs of Sims pulled from EA bookshelves. cmomoney at MTS
27. Decorative Plate with Sticks by Desdren

28. Sea Glass converted from Sims 2. Purple Paws at MTS
29. Pots and Pans by Pocci at Garden Breeze

Macthekat 
30. Estrak Open book from mango sims 
31. Standing wine glass Gosik @ tsr
32. Bed Companion glasses from ATS 
33. Wooden Racecars by Awesims 
34. Udden Kitchen - Cups by Desdren
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Velvet
35. Dove Statue by Pilar @ TSR
36. Bottle Glasses by Pilar 
37. Barcelo Bedroom Bedspred by Desdren
38. Modern Rugs by Simply Styling 

Fashionista125
39. Sewing Clutter by Gelydh 
40. Vintage books by BYHSD 
41. Pillows by RD
42. Living Room Clutter by Lemoncandy   
43. CD Clutter by aikea_guinea 

35. 
36. 37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 42. 

38. 

http://www.redcross.org/
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Our favourite clutter
Sims 2 players, you have not been forgotten! We 
have our bags full of goodies for you as well. We 
asked our staff to be your personal shopper and 
find the clutter they think are must have items 
this season!

Photographs by fashionista125 & moxxa 

Dija
Bird cages @ blackpearlsims
Roses on the cakestand @ modthesims
Wire box @ blackpearlsims
Canoodle Candles @ modthesims
Soup bowl @ blackpearlsims
Agenda with the pen on it @ niaolong 
Thermos cup @ modthesims
Blender @ niaolong

Ankuuh
Cute little bear for Mira @ TSR
LimeLove recolor of Miras Teyon Pillows
Mirake petpillow @TSR
Lovely beasties from Clutter a Holic
Maxis shoes for clutter Kieda Sims
Kitchen Clutter Pack @ buggybooz retreat
Pillows @ simply styling, deco single objects page 4

Moxxa
stack of plates @ blackpearlsims
Phone @ blackpearlsims
Hat on the camera @ blackpearlsims
Camera @ blackpearlsims 
Movie clip @ blackpearlsims
McDonalds tray @ modthesims 
Peacock frame @ blackpearlsims 
Cup with the pencils @ blackpearlsims

http://www.blackpearlsims.com/downloads.php?do=file&id=4745
http://www.modthesims.info/browse.php?f=397&page=11&showType=1&gs=1&threadcategory=Sculptures
http://www.blackpearlsims.com/downloads.php?do=file&id=4838
http://www.modthesims.info/download.php?t=326637
http://www.blackpearlsims.com/downloads.php?do=file&id=4895
http://niaolong.net/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=2d66h8ami6tngo4u8tvpo5qjr5&topic=632.0
http://www.modthesims.info/download.php?t=351006
http://niaolong.net/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=2d66h8ami6tngo4u8tvpo5qjr5&topic=677.0
http://www.thesimsresource.com/downloads/details/category/sims2-sets-rooms-nurseries/title/Leyris%20Nurserie/id/766297/#allitems
http://lime-love.blogspot.com/2009/05/documentation-of-my-day-haha.html
http://www.thesimsresource.com/artists/mirake/downloads/details/category/sims2-sets-objects/title/habily-hobby-petbed-recolors/id/727829/
http://lmhwjs.wordpress.com/2009/08/30/there-is-trouble-with-the-trees/
http://kieda.net/?cat=172
http://buggybooz.blogspot.com/2010/02/kitchen-clutter-pack.html
http://www.simplystyling.de/homesims2.html
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fashionista125
Atelier Chesterfield Clutter @ BPS
Art Clutter @ GOS
BV Pagoda Souveniers Recoloured @ GOS
Docs @ Pinketamine DW
Asorted Teaset Clutter @ GOS
Extracted BV Clutter @ Clutter-a-holic
Garland Strands @ GOS
Shoe Cluter @ Clutter-a-holic

Twi
Kitchen Clutter  @ blackpearlsims
Kitchen items @ blackpearlsims
Books, magazines, telephone @ blackpearlsims
Clock @ lmhwj
Books @ lmhwj
Plants @ lmhwj
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The Goth Mansion::
A Private Tour

Written by Sebausten
Photographs by Sebausten

It has always been a landmark in Sunset Valley, its silhouette 
towering over the city. What child has not had a dare to run past 
its imposing and gloomy front gate? Who has not heard the 
stories, told by the fire, of strange lights flickering at night in its 
gardens? Well, whether it be legend or truth, no one in Sunset 
Valley can admit to being indifferent to nor ignoring the Goth 
Mansion; its’ very location, remote and close to the graveyard, 
inspires all sorts of tales. I must admit I have wanted a closer look 
at this house. After many inquiries and pulled strings I was finally 
able to have myself invited. So, follow me for a very private tour 
of Sunset Valley’s most (in)famous home: the Goth Mansion.

The Goth Mansion: Private Tour
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As you all know, the approach to the 
house leads you towards a squat build-
ing, officiating now as a garage, in front 

of which I was welcomed by my cicerone: Mrs. 
Cornelia Goth herself. Mrs. Goth, a very twin-
set-and-pearl lady, with an old-money accent, 
invited me to follow a path that circumvented 
the property so that I could approach the house 
as one was meant to. I therefore entered the 
Goth property through the ancient front gates, 
seeing the house as it 
was meant to be seen; 
a columned porch and 
a vertiginous high 
tower. I must admit the 
grey, unkempt look-
ing siding did not look 
very inviting, and the 
two dead trees, as well 
as a glimpse of a moss-
covered gothic chapel, 
made me shiver a lit-
tle. Nevertheless, I fol-
lowed Mrs. Goth inside. 
The entrance hall was 
quite stunning, wood 
paneling framing Art 
Nouveau faded wall 
paper, heavy drapes, dark wood furniture and 
a Persian rug transported me into another time. 
My hostess opened a dramatically high double 
door and ushered me into the drawing room. 
After we were seated, each on one of the two 
sofas that framed the fireplace, she started to 
give me a short history of the house. It was built 
in the 1880s but the history of the Goth fam-
ily goes back much further; there is mention 
of an Erzebeth Von Goth in the Salem witch-
hunt records in 1692. Nothing much is known 
of what became of her - at least my hostess did 
not say - but we do have a mention of her great 
grandson in the whereabouts of New Orleans 
during the Civil War. All in all, in the late years of 

the 19th century, the Goth family was wealthy 
and enjoyed status of a substantial nature to 
be able to build such a mansion and enter-
tain in a lavish manner, as the drawing room 
where I was sitting attests. Dark woods and 
purple dominate the room in a dramatic way. 
Even more dramatic is the huge pipe organ 
that takes up almost the entire length of a side 
wall. “We kept the room quite untouched,” Mrs. 
Goth informed me, “the only improvement, if I 

may say so, is the wallpaper that I chose myself 
some ten years ago. I loved the peacock pat-
tern and thought it would complement these 
statues nicely.” She waved at the two oriental 
looking peacock statues framing the fireplace. 

“Oh and the painting too, Gunther and I bought 
it at an auction sale in England during our hon-
eymoon; he’s always been an admirer of the 
Pre-Raphaelites.” she told me with a sneer. 

The dining room, which opens onto the 
drawing room through a pair of arches, still 
displays the lavishness of the late 19th cen-
tury. An immense banqueting table occupies 
most of the room. Purple was still the dom-
inant colour, but the light coming from the 
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bay windows overlooking the garden gave 
the room a more luminous and, dare I say, less 
gloomy aspect. Many portraits adorned the 
walls, family portraits, I was left to understand. 

We then proceeded to the kitchen; “This part 
of the house we redid completely when we 
moved in. I decorated it myself,” Cornelia Goth 
said. “I do not boast I have the same talent my 
sister-in-law possesses, but I’m pleased with the 
result,” she added with an ironical tinge in her 
voice. Much more modern in design but bear-
ing the somewhat aristocratic touch I noticed 
in my hostess, the kitchen was a big airy room. 
The purple colour here was toned down by the 
use of weathered wood. A large window over-

looked the inside of the conservatory, which we 
entered through the family room. Contiguous 
to the kitchen, the family room seemed envel-
oped in a warm ochre glow. A television set, a 
leather sofa and a pair of armchairs gave this 
room a cozy feel. 

After a short glimpse into the conservatory 
with its azulejo tiles, fountain and wicker lounge 
furniture, I was led upstairs. “Since you work 
for a home-design magazine, I will show you 

this bedroom, although I do not like it one bit,” 
Cornelia told me as we were passing through a 
landing covered in exquisite Morris-style wall-
paper and adorned with many statues. 

The bedroom I was led into left me speech-
less. It was definitely modern. The walls and 
floor were covered with sanded and waxed 
grey concrete. Designer furniture along with 
the monochromatic quality of the room, enliv-
ened by a splash of orange from a painting, was 
almost incongruous in this house, and I couldn’t 
help but tell my hostess. “Gunther wanted to 
make me a surprise last year and he commis-
sioned ‘Madame’ Bella Goth to redecorate this 
room, our bedroom. It is not frankly a success, 

is it? I must admit I do not like it at all and have 
seldom used the room ever since,” she said. I sus-
pected the dislike Cornelia felt came as much 
from the room as from the decorator; curious as 
I am, I wanted to know more but then Mrs. Goth 
turned around and opened the door telling me, 

“I must excuse myself. I have urgent matters to 
attend to. You may wander in the gardens for 
a while before leaving.” I bowed and thanked 
her for her time and proceeded to the gardens.
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It was now sunset and I mused for an hour 
or so amidst the flower beds, passing along 
the swimming pool’s edge, towards the family 
churchyard; it was a lovely atmospheric place.

I eventually left the Goth Mansion. Having 
seen the place, I couldn’t help but think it totally 
lives up to the legend surrounding it; dark and 
bewitching, inviting but with impenetrable 
secrets.
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It was already quite dark when I arrived at the 
Prieuré. Standing in front of the wooden gates, 
after ringing the bell a couple of times, the dark 
figure of a woman opened the gates and led 
me through a tiny courtyard where there stood 
a stack of barrels in the hallway of an ancient 
stone building. By the dim candlelight I could 
finally see that the lady was in fact a nun.

“Welcome to Prieuré Ste Catherine, sir, I am 
Sister Valérie,” said the freckled lady. “Come this 
way and let me introduce you to our Reverend 
Mother. Forgive us but we were having dinner 
just now; we have been expecting you since this 
morning.” Sister Valérie ushered me into a small 
dining room and immediately resumed her seat 
at the table among two other nuns; Sister Del-
phine and Sister Marie-Germaine, the Reverend 
Mother, as I learned later on. The two ladies nod-
ded, acknowledging my arrival but remained 
silent and continued to eat. When they finished 
their meals, Mother Marie-Germaine offered me 
to follow them to the chapel for the Compline 
Service.

It was just another ordinary day down at the LivingSims office. 
I had finished proofreading the articles Balla had left on my 
desk before she left with Anke on another of those mystery 
assignments Mac sends them on. Well, to tell the truth, I was 
getting a little bit bored, so I started roaming the corridors to 
find some occupation or a staffer to chat to. When passing by 
Mac’s office I heard her soft voice calling, “Seb? Do you have a 
minute?” I entered her office only to see Mac making her puppy 
eyes - the exact eyes that mean she has a task for you. “I just 
received this lead for an article and I need you to fly to France 
right now, you don’t mind, do you?”

Sitting on the plane, I took time to reread the sticky note Mac 
had handed to me before I left. “ Savigny-sur-Grosne, Prieuré Ste 
Catherine.”

Article by: Sebausten
Photographs by: Macthekat

A Retreat at the PrioryA Day in the Garden of Eden

A Day in the Garden of Eden



16th century, the Huguenots raided the priory 
and it was left abandoned until the 1700s when 
the land was granted to a community of Ben-
edictine nuns. They restored the chapel to the 
state you see now and had the main building 
built to house them. It gives the whole place a 
quirky look, don’t you think?” and without wait-
ing for my answer, she went on with a sigh, “that 
is why, I guess tourists don’t stop here. Now if 
you’ll excuse me,” she briskly said, “Sister Del-
phine will show you the gardens and tell you 
about our production, I have other matters to 
attend to.” She left towards the chapel, leaving 
me a little bewildered.

Sister Delphine, the little young blonde 
nun, came towards me smiling broadly. She 
explained to me that the gardens that sur-
rounded me served a double purpose; they 
were ornamental but also utilitarian. Indeed, I 
noticed that in-between the flower bed were 
planted tomatoes. “We grow tomatoes for the 
moment,” Sister Delphine explained, “or for the 
time being! We also have vineyards up there 
on the hills. And as soon as we have gathered 
enough money from selling tomatoes at the 
local organic market, we shall buy a wine press 

The chapel was beautiful in its simplicity, 
the stone interior was almost unadorned, the 
many candles only making the sacred gold 
vessels shine on the altar situated in the apse. 
I let myself be rocked into a state of spiritual 
quietude by the soft Latin chants of my three 
hostesses.

The next day, after a refreshing sleep in the 
village inn, I went back to the Prieuré to get to 
know the lives of the three nuns better. It was 
a beautiful day, the sun was shining profusely 
and the air was full of the smells of flowers and 
buzzing with the sound of bees.

I found Sister Marie-Germaine in the garden 
at the back of the main building. There, she 
started acquainting me with the history of the 
Prieuré. “The foundation is quite ancient you 
know. See this chapel,” she waved in the direc-
tion of the place where I heard Compline the 
night before. “It dates back to the 10th century. 
At the time a sizeable community of Brothers of 
the Faith lived here. This was one of the many 
priories of the Abbey of Cluny which stands 
not far from here.” When I remarked to her that 
the statues adorning the chapel looked mag-
nificent, she looked pleased and went on “Yes, 
yes, they are a latter addition, you know. In the 



making preserves to sell alongside fresh fruits. 
From the kitchen we went to the “winter room”, 
the only room with a fire. “We spend winter days 
here, when there is no work in the garden. We 
read, or spin wool, but never remain idle as it is 
the Mother to all Sins!”

Sister Delphine had not finished saying this 
when the bell rang. “Time for the Office of Sext, 
it’s noon,” she said.

After the Office, Sister Marie-Germaine 
offered me to partake of their luncheon, an offer 
I kindly refused, not willing to disturb the peace 
of their little community any further. I, therefore, 
took my leave. However before leaving I bought 
plenty of jam jars and other picked vegetables 
for my fellow staffers and stocked many pretty 
images and feelings of a timeless and quiet life 
for myself. 

and put it there,” she pointed to a small shed at 
the end of the garden.

As I was now curious to know more about 
their way of life I pressed Sister Delphine to 
show me the inside of the house. Obviously glad 
to escape her duties, she ignored the frown Sis-
ter Valérie gave her and led me back to the main 
building.

I learned that there was no electricity there. 
The nuns only possessed an oil fuelled genera-
tor to produce barely enough electricity for a 
couple of bulbs and a refrigerator.

The inside of their home was quite simple, 
bare even. However the rough plastered walls 
did not conceal crown mouldings, traces of a 
more luxurious past, no doubt. With its rustic 
counters and ancient stove, the kitchen was the 
largest room. The nuns, Sister Delphine told me, 
spent most of their time either in the garden or 
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Grab that style!

Medieval & Sacred 
Want a castle your royal sims can call home? 
A sacred place for your love birds to wed? 
A monastery where your monks can scribe 
manuscripts? You don't need Sims Medieval to 
create these places, just a few clicks and you can 
bring the Middle Ages into your Sims 3 game. 
From religious icons to grand gates, a sim's 
home is his castle.

Article & photographs by Eronoel

1. Around the Sims, Sandy - Church Set
2. Club Crimsyn, gelydh  - Torture Set
3. Luna Sims Lula - Vestry
4. Mod the Sims, Alexander - Chubaty - Modular Pipe Organs
5. Mod the Sims, Lisen801 - Crucxes and Crosses
6. Mod the Sims, MelissaMel - Wedding Podium
7. Sim Store - Castle Kit
8. Sim Store- Gothique Window
9. Sim Store- Pedro Estate Lamp
10. Sim Store- Unknown Seamstress
11. Sydney Gray - Greek Orthodox Paintings
12. TSR, AnoeskaB - Candles *pay*
13. TSR, Cyclonsue - Castle Lore *pay*
14. TSR, Riccinumbers - Orthodox Icons

Grab that style: Medieval & Sacred



Roof Support!

Designing Roofs with Style & Pizazz!
When building houses, roofs are often just 
plunked down without any thought but don’t 
underestimate the power of good roof styling. 
Roofs have an important role in the building 
process when planning your house and can 
make or break the overall look of your building. 
We’ve put together some tips to help give your 
house the perfect finished look.

Article & Pictures by bschh

If you’re attempting a certain style found in 
specific parts of the world do some research 
and look at the roof styles they use. This Ara-
bian style home has a flat roof, a characteristic 
of the Middle East and Mediterranean area.

Tutorial: Roof Support!
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The polygon style roof is the hardest to use. An easy way to do it correctly is to have an 
eight sided room with one diagonal wall and then two straight walls, then one diago-
nal, two straight, one diagonal, two straight, one diagonal, two straight. Remember, 
the length of one diagonal wall equals the length of two straight walls.

In roofs, experimentation is key. Here, we have 3 shots of the same 
home with different roofs. The first shot is nice but the color of the 
roof blends in too much with the rest of the house. Try not to use 
a roof color that is the same or similar to the exterior wall color.

This is an optimal roof choice because it flows with the rest of the 
house (straight and clean lines) and matches with the white part 
of the home. Entering the cheat ‘Placefreizes on’ and then click-
ing the ‘foundation’ tool is an easy way to create a flat roof. Add-
ing details like a small border can add a touch of detail and style.

This style also works well, and is a combination of two separate 
roof pieces. This gives the house less of a factory-like look but is 
simple enough to work with the contemporary style of the rest 
of the building.

Adding toppers or dormers to buildings gives a sophisticated and dramatic look 
to a once bland roof. If a roof soars into the sky and looks blank, build another 
floor but don’t plan to use it. Build walls narrow and that have some bump out, 
and place a window. The end effect is tasteful and nice.

I hope some of these tips and suggestions will help you on your quest for the 
perfect roof. Don’t forget the ‘change roof pitch’ tool. With this tool you can alter 
different roof pieces for different heights. Sometimes that’s all the roof needs to 
look perfect. Good luck and happy simming! 



Tutorial: Raise the Roof

Raise the Roof

Take those auto-roofs and toss them to the side. 
Here are some tricks to make your ordinary 
home look extraordinary with some great roofs. 
This month we bring you two tutorials to show 
you the versatility of roofing. Both Eronoel’s 
simple steps and Macthekat’s advanced tactics 
display what a difference a good roof can make 
on your Sim’s home. Using the same basic layout 
for three houses, Eronoel’s guide reveals how a 
roof can transform your home from beach style 
bungalow to mountain mid-century. Second, 
Macthekat has an advanced tutorial to help 
uncover some of the complexities of building 
an oversized roof for a stunning effect. These 
tutorials are great for both new and experienced 
roofers, so grab your hammers, get your ladder 
and start roofing!

Article & photographs by macthekat & Eronoel

One Layout
Three Roofs
This is an example of how you can build several different roofs with one basic 
house structure. Because I know I am going to want porches, I put a foundation 
on the house. After putting up the walls, I have my basic house structure.



interactive

Step 1: Preparations
The first step is prepping the house for its roof. I want a large front porch covered by a roof, so I 
pull out the foundation in front of the house and put up some columns. These will add support 
when I decide to put the roof on. Because I want a small second story with windows peeking out, 
I also add a small square level on the second floor of the house near the front of the building.

House #1
The first house is going to be a bungalow style house. I want it to have 
a porch and a small second story. These are good things to think about 
before you start to put your roof together.



interactive

Step 1: Preparations
I pull out the foundation and also put in the columns that I am going to want on the porch. I 
decided to build my own columns for this house. I also add a second story over the first, where 
I want the tower to be.

House 2:
For the second house, I decided to pick a Mediterranean/Spanish style 
house. Like the previous house, I think before hand what kind of “extras” 
I want before I start. I have decided I want a front porch with open lat-
tice work and a second story tower in the front of my house.



interactive

Step 1:
The way the house is laid out, it has a natural line down the middle that separates the two sides. 
I decide to take advantage of that line and use it as the meeting point for my roofs. I use a half 
gable roof to cover the right side of the house. I start in the middle and pull outward, so the roof 
slants outward.

House #3
I want this last house to be a mid-century modern style. Modern houses 
usually have very clean lines and uncomplicated features, so that means 
my preparations for this house will be quite small. I add an uncovered 
porch, but that won’t affect my roofing at all, I can just jump right in 
and roof.



interactive

Oversized roof
Some contemporary houses and some traditional houses have an oversized roof 
whether it is over a porch or as here, as dominant feature of the house. There is 
no easy way to do this in game, but it is possible to do with a bit of tweaking. 
This tutorial uses no cheats, but it is probably on the advanced side. The trick is 
to build roofs inside each other starting with the smaller and doing the largest 
last - that gives you the inner walls you need.
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Victorian Bleak toVictorian Chic

When we heard that the crumbling old Victorian on Ivy Hill had been bought, our 
curiosity got the better of us. We always had a soft spot for this house but were sure it was 
destined for the wrecking ball as it had been rotting away for over fifteen years. The last 
inhabitants had left in rather a hurry and rumors had been circulating for years that the 
house was haunted by a young woman who had a penchant for high pitched screaming 
at all hours of the day and night. After some digging we found the house had been 
bought by a young professional couple, new to Twinbrook, so we tracked them down. 
They were happy to share their painstaking journey of taking this decrepit old lady and 
transforming her into their loving “Lady Blue.”

Article by Ballarose

Victorian Bleak to Victoiran Chic
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Keri and Drake Flagstone greeted us as we were 
walking up the path and we were instantly 
enamored by this adorable yet quirky couple. 
We settled on the front porch where Keri and 
Drake shared the story of how they came to be 
owned by “Lady Blue.”

When Keri and Drake went hunting for a 
house there was a lot of hair pulling and clench-
ing of teeth. Keri had her heart set on some-
thing cute, compact and low maintenance while 
Drake wanted something sleek and modern. 
How they ended up with a dilapidated Victo-
rian boggles the mind but the minute they set 
their sight on the sad old girl their hearts were 
won over. They decided to try and combine 
both their needs and styles while maintaining 
the old girl’s charm and character, something 
that would prove to be quite a challenge.

Before

Before

Before

“We could not agree on anything and even 
went so far as to hire a decorating consultant 
to see if that would take the pressure off; our 
marriage was at stake.” The expression on Keri’s 
face told us she was only half joking.

Drake rolled his eyes at the mention of the 
decorating consultant. “Actually we have her 
to thank for bringing us back to our senses. 
When she pulled out her decorating books and 
shared some of her ideas with us, Keri and I just 
looked at one another incredulously. All her 
sketches and photographs showcased homes 
that looked more like show pieces rather than 
real homes. We thanked her for her time and 
quickly scooted her out the door and then the 
process began room by room. We wanted this 
to be fun and we didn’t want to be tied to one 
specific style so we just opened up our minds, 
our hearts and our wallets.”

Before

Before
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Drake explained that the first step in the 

process was hiring contractors to remove the 
decrepit stone fence that oppressively sur-
rounded the “old girl.” The exterior of the house 
had been restored to its original heritage glory 
and where once dead trees and weeds over-
took the gardens, vibrant flowers now skirted 
her majestic frame, as though bringing her out 
of some deep depression and “Lady Blue “ was 
born. We were curious about how they came to 
name the house Lady Blue but Keri was evasive 
and mysterious and told us we would find out 
all in good time.

The minute we stepped through the front 
door it was as if the house had enveloped us in 
a cozy, warm quilt. The textured mocha walls in 
the living room provided the perfect backdrop 
for the bursts of blue, burnt orange and bur-
gundy. Our eyes were immediately drawn to the 
fireplace. Keri explained that they had installed 
a new furnace and using the fireplace just would 
not be energy efficient. She came up with the 
idea of placing colourful indoor plants in there 
along with some candles. We were more than 
impressed with the effect this produced!

Moving along, we were led into the beautiful 
sunroom. Sunlight poured in through the over-
sized windows. Colorful plants, their sweet fra-
grance filling the room, created a tropical par-
adise. White wicker furniture was strategically 
placed, overlooking the gardens.

Drake then led us to their shared office space. 
In contrast to the bold and dramatic colors used 
in the rest of the house, the office was a soft and 
tranquil sage with complementary accents in 
various shades of green. “We needed our work-
space to be calm and with minimal distractions 
and influences. Our minds need to be very 
clear and organized when we plan and design 
buildings.”

Our final stop on the tour was the upstairs 
bedroom and we were blown away! Chocolate 
brown walls created a sultry and exotic ambi-
ance and combined with the red this was one
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sexy room. Keri giggled softly when she saw our 
reaction. “I know we don’t look like your typical 
get-down-and-dirty couple but trust me, by cre-
ating the right mood…” She left her sentence 
hanging there and we were relieved because 
we were already blushing. Following Keri into 
the en suite bathroom we could tell that more 
than just everyday grooming took place here. 
Both of us kept our traps shut for fear that if 
we dared to ask any questions we may end up 
with way too much information. Drake grabbed 
Teri around the waist and placed a soft kiss on 
the nape of her neck. “That painting gets to me 
every time,” he sighed. “Isn’t she stunning?” Real-
izing we were gawking at a nude painting of 
Keri we giggled nervously and quickly headed 
downstairs.

We finished up our interview with Keri and 
Drake in the safe and G-rated living room. They 
showed us before-pictures of the house and we 
were astounded at the transformation. As we 
were heading out the door there was just one 
last question that needed answering. We asked 
them if they had seen or heard anything strange 
since moving into the house.

Keri answered, “If you are talking about that 
pesky ghost prone to temper tantrums, then 
yes, we have seen her. She is just a spoiled brat 
and I soon set her straight. I told her that if she 
wanted to continue staying in this house she 
was going to have to behave or I would call 
those ghost exterminators and have them suck 
her into a little jar. Needless to say she has been 
quiet as a ghost ever since.” Keri continued talk-
ing as she led us outside. “She’s the reason we 
started calling our house Lady Blue…now you 
know the rest of the story.”

On that note, we said our goodbyes. It wasn’t 
until we were back at the offices and review-
ing the pictures that we noticed a young 
woman, dressed in blue, peering out one of 
the windows.
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WORLD REVIEW
RepulsiveDesire introduces us to Overlook Bay

Last issue we started a new series focusing on the inventive and exciting 
worlds created by fellow Sim players. With Create-A-World, world creation 
is now squarely in the hands of simmers, who can make more intricate 
and creative worlds than those made by EA. On the 26th September 
2010, LeeMortis did just that and released his world, Overlook Bay, to 
the public. With craggy mountains, lush forests and serene beaches, 
we definitely wanted to know what made this world tick, so we asked 
RepulsiveDesire to give us a tour of Overlook Bay, a place which, she said, 
can easily be summed up in two words: “It’s gorgeous.”

Article by: Eronoel
Photographs by: Repulsive Desire

World Review
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Before we started, we asked RepulsiveDesire to describe the 
world to us, and she warned, “This world is a bit hard to catego-
rize with one general phrase. You have a gorgeous mountain 
backdrop coupled with gorgeous sprawling beach land. There 
is also a pseudo-downtown area and beautiful farm land.” She 
then quickly followed up with, “though to settle on one type [of 
world] I would call it a normal neighborhood.”

Even though it might be a “normal neighborhood,” the rest 
of the tour proved that it was anything but, and we sympathize 
with RepulsiveDesire’s difficulty in trying to squeeze this neigh-
borhood into a single category. RepulsiveDesire told us that the 
world was completely filled - from residential and community 
lots to resource spawners. She even noted that LeeMortis worked 
with “some talented builders to bring the world to life with some 
inspired builds.” Although you can download the game both 
with and without sims, RepulsiveDesire doesn’t recommend the 
second option. “The sims I came across had some fun person-
alities and great stories. Starting from the story save you get 
all the history of the town and liveliness of having an already 
populated world.”

Still, the one aspect that really drew RepulsiveDesire into the 
world was that, “It’s gorgeous! One of my absolute favorite things 
about Overlook Bay is the landscaping. I could look at the world 
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for hours without even actually doing 
much of anything. Just browsing from gor-
geous mountain hilltop to the next, look-
ing out at the beautiful water with the 
serene waves rolling in, taking a leisurely 
stroll through all the winding paths. It is 
really a beautifully made world.” She also 
later noted that even though there was no 
custom content, Overlook Bay was noth-
ing like EA worlds because, “It’s gorgeous! 
No, but in all seriousness, just the level of 
detail that was put into the landscaping 
and builds for this lot. I can’t even hon-
estly say that I’ve explored the whole thing 
because it is so large and there are just so 
many little beautiful areas to look at.”

All of this detail and beauty comes with 
a price. Unfortunately the world is so huge 
and so lush, that “Even on some higher 
end computers it may cause lag, I know 
it did on mine. The creator of the world 
is no longer able to play his creation on 
his computer so that may be telling you 
something.” In fact, when asked what she 
least liked about Overlook Bay, Repulsive-
Desire revealed to us that it was, “The lag 
- because it is such a hefty world actual 
game play is a bit choppy on my computer 
and I’m told I’m running some pretty high-
end specs so I should have been able to 
handle it.” However, besides the lag, she 
noted that she hasn’t found any other seri-
ous issues with the world.

RepulsiveDesire has clearly found a 
home among the “tree-laden moun-
tains, little rivers and lakes and the gor-
geous beach coastline” of Overlook Bay. 
When showing the world to us, she con-
sistently praised it as anything but plain, 



emphasizing that it is “certainly not one 
you will get bored exploring in a day.”

In fact, her final comments on the world 
hit on a reoccurring theme for Repulsive-
Desire, when she reminded us that Over-
look bay “is gorgeous.”

RepulsiveDesire

Created by LeeMortis

Rating:  

Required: Good graphic card & Basegame, 
Riverview & World Adventures

Download
For More Information



tucking in the closer end of the sushi roll to 
start a roll and press lightly with both hands. 
Remove the roll from the mat and leave to sit 
with the joining edges downwards. You can 
wrap in cling film and keep in a cool place 
until you are ready to serve. Don’t place in 
the fridge as this dries out the rice.

5. To serve, use a lightly moistened sharp knife 
to trim the ends, then cut into 6-8 pieces. 
Serve with the pickled ginger and little bowls 
of soy sauce.

Note: Don’t be afraid to experiment with other 
fillings for your sushi. In Japanese cuisine, eve-
rything from raw fish to pickled shellfish, egg 
omelette, shrimp and even fish-roe are often 
used.

Article by amoebyte
Photographs by moxxa

Preparation Method
1. Rinse the rice very well under cold water. 

Drain thoroughly and put into a large sauce-
pan that has a lid. Pour over 1 pint of water. 
Bring to a boil and allow to simmer for about 
25 minutes or until nearly all the water has 
been absorbed. Remove from the heat, cover 
with a lid and allow to stand for 10 minutes.

2. Tip the rice onto a large flat clean tray. A 
metallic tray is probably best as it will help 
the rice to cool down quicker. Dress the 
rice with the Mirin, turning frequently as 
this helps the rice to cool. Speed this up by 
using a fan or a magazine until the rice is 
room temperature (not essential but quite 
authentic).

3. To make the sushi, take a Japanese bamboo 
sushi mat and place a sheet of seaweed on 
top. Have a small bowl of water on hand. Dip 
your fingers in the water before you touch 
the rice. Spread the rice over three quarters 
of the seaweed, take a little rice at a time and 
push it to the edges leaving a layer about ½ 
cm thick. Leave the quarter the furthest away 
from you untouched.

4. Next, smear a little Wasabi in a line a little 
off centre nearest to your body. Follow with 
a layer of tuna, a spring onion and a piece of 
cucumber. Roll up the bamboo mat slowly, 

Gourmet

Heavenly Sushi
From restaurants to supermarkets, nowadays Sushi is just steps 
away but why not be adventurous and try making this at home. 
Your family and friends will love you for it!

Ingredients
For the sushi
• 255g/9oz sushi rice
• 55ml/2fl oz Mirin
• 340g/12oz Sashimi quality tuna, cut into long 

thin strips
• 5 sheets Nori sushi sheets
• 1 cucumber cut into 5 long pieces
• 5 spring onions
• 3 tsp Wasabi paste

To serve
• light soy sauce
• Japanese pickled ginger

Gourmet: Heavenly Sushi



Photographer of the Week

For more nominations and 
winners visit our tumblr 
and forum!
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