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The days are getting shorter and the nights a bit cooler. Students are
back at school, and that long summer holiday is now a fading memory.
But we're not ready to let you get all serious just yet. We want to keep
you in that holiday frame-of-mind, and we've decided to take you on a
trip around the world!

So pack your pretend suitcases, grab that pretend passport and come
on a journey with us. You will be inspired by Chen Wei, a young Chinese
girl, who inherited her grandmother’s house and made it over. If escap-
ing to a warm tropical climate is what gets you all hot and bothered,
we've got that covered for you as well.

We have some amazing finds from around the world that will help to
make your home a cultural showplace, and our designer tips are sure to
inspire you to think outside the box. From interviews to challenge fea-
tures to stories that will take you away from the harsh and cruel world,
we are looking out for you, our precious readers.

We hope you enjoy this 24th issue of LivingSims Magazine. Each and
every issue always comes straight from our hearts to yours.

We hope you enjoy the coming busy months and the magazine.

Hacthekat
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Designer Tips« 16

Designer Tips

Think outside the tile box; select tile pat-
terns for areas other than the kitchen and
bathroom. Apply some of the tile patterns to
objects such as windows or door frames to
give your room a unique look.

Adopt a Scandina-
vian Modern design
by blending natu-

ral wood elements
together. Be careful
to maintain a balance
between the different
natural elements you
decide to use.

Use a mix and match
style to get the look
of the Mediterranean;
the use of old and
new together makes
for a space filled with
character.

sdij Jaubisaq /1L



Designer Tips+ 18

Decorate with the Caribbean Design
Style by merging an eclectic mix of
Africa and Europe. It's almost impos-
sible to go wrong because of the
multi-colored possibilities which use
white walls, wood floors, and bril-
liant accessories of red coral and
green plants to make a statement.

Use contrasting colors to break out of
the same color blahs. Mix red terra-
cotta tiles with green or blue touches
to balance out warm and cool colors
to make your kitchen pop.

Create an international eclectic feel
by combining items from various cul-
tures together. Rather than worry-
ing about trying to stick to one style,
eclectic lets you embrace the diver-
sity of the world through your décor.

sdi] Jaubisag -6l



Designer Tips » 20

Embrace the high affluence of southern
California by building your sims an infin-
ity pool. Use the constrainFloorEleva-
tion cheat to create an infinity pool for
your sims by bringing the sea and pool
together. Tutorial can be found here.

Use exposed brick and stone to add tex-
tures to your room. Old crumbling brick and
stone can give your home old world charm.

Open walls that allow the breeze to waft through your rooms are
perfect for those living in tropical environments. Having an open or
semi-open wall means you are part of the view not just looking at it.

L
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drCuxW2JBWo

Designer Tips « 22

Think of hallways

as quick snap shots;
they're like first
impressions, they last
a life time. Make open
spaces appear insular
and warm by marrying
crisp white to warm
tones of brown and
‘covering’them with a
daring black ceiling.

Use dark woods and warm colors to evoke the feeling of old world Spain. Rich
fabrics, exposed brick and high end furniture capture the spirit of 1700’s Spain.



Article by:Ballarose

Anke and Balla on Assignment:
Giamming it up in New York.

Hi Ladies, I just got you one juicy assignment! You are heading to

New York. The fashion house, House of Simore, has just opened up a
branch there and LivingSims has been invited to the open house.

Pack your best designer clothes because you will be rubbing elbows
with some of the best designers in the world. Make me proud ladies.
I'm counting on you to get the scoop. Your flight leaves tonight at 8:00.

Macthekat, Editor-in-Chief
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After reading the e-mail out loud, Anke snapped
the laptop shut, looked over at Balla and burst
out laughing. Enjoying a rare Sunday off, and
with no plans, the girls were having an at-home
spa day and were as far removed from fashion-
ista glamour girls as you could possibly get.
Dressed in ratty old sweats, Anke's head was
wrapped in a plastic grocery bag to process the
hair straightener she had applied. Balla was sit-
ting on the floor with her head tilted back on
the couch to keep the avocado facial from drip-
ping down her face.

“I'm not sure what'’s funnier; getting that
e-mail right at this opportune moment or the
fact that Mac thinks we can afford designer
clothes on our salary.” Anke adjusted the gro-
cery bag on her head,

“Ugh...I hope we don’t have to interview
models...I hate models. All those skinny girls
with their fat, pouty lips; | always want to shove a
cheeseburger down their throats.”Balla grabbed
some Kleenex and began to wipe the avocado
off her face, “We better get moving. We've got
a flight to catch.”

* /LT
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After an uneventful flight the girls checked
into their hotel, dropped off their bags and
headed over to House of Simore. They were
greeted by Mishu, a fashion student interning
at House of Simore.

“Follow me,” she snipped. Balla and Anke
exchanged glances and obeyed. Misha’s heels
clicked loudly on the glossy floors as she led
them through a set of red double doors.

Inside the doors were racks of yummy cloth-
ing and reams of luxurious fabrics. “This is the
heart of House of Simore. This is where Mad-
ame More creates all her unique designs. Very
few people are allowed in here but | was given
instructions.”Misha'’s voice sounded somewhat
perturbed, as though the girls were going to
leave ugly off-the-rack cooties on the clothes
and fabrics. The walls were a slate grey and the
black floors were finished with a high gloss giv-
ing this industrial-like space a chic and elegant
look. Pops of red were added with furnishings
and décor, giving the space a splash of drama.

Anke headed over to a work table, picked up
a sketch book and began to flip through the
pages. Misha flew across the room and grabbed
it out of her hands, “This is not yet ready for
public consumption. Madame would have my
head if she knew you saw this.” Misha scurried
of with the sketch book, clickety-clicking across
the floor.

“Who knew skinny-little-mouse girl could
move like that,” Balla whispered in Anke’s ear.
Anke suppressed a giggle.

“Follow me,” Misha hissed. “We are having a
fashion shoot with Madam’s fall line which I'm
sure you will find very interesting.”

The photographer and models had not yet
arrived so there was plenty of time to take in the
surroundings. The slate grey and high gloss con-
tinued in the photography studio. Furnishings
were sparse here. There was a make-up station
and a place where the models could discreetly
change behind a screen.

*6C



Misha explained that the room was kept mini-
malistic in order to eliminate any distractions
so that the models would focus only on the
photographer.

Just then there was the sound of more click-
ety-clicking as two pencil-thin models sashayed
into the studio. The next two hours were spent
watching the models twist and pout while
crappy techno music blared in the background.
They barely acknowledged Anke and Balla until
the photographer invited the girls to be a part of
the photo shoot. That’s when everything started
to go to hell in a hand basket. The girls quickly
realized they were not cut out for twisting and
pouting and did what they do best which is turn
the whole thing into a puddle of silliness.

The official opening of the House of Simore
that evening was a huge success. Anke and
Balla received the star treatment and were
given makeovers for the opening night and
even managed to get some serious pout on
for some photo shoots of the event. When the
final guest left and only the models and staff
remained Anke and Balla said their goodbyes.

As they were exiting the building a deliv-
ery truck pulled up. The sign on the side read
“Chuckey’s Cheeseburger Heaven!

“Balla, you didn’t!” It was a statement rather
than a question. Anke knew her friend Balla all
too well and the expression on Balla’s face said
itall.

°l€
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Bella is our resident design expert.
She answers questions from our
readers about difficult spaces.
Questions for Bella are often about
rooms where emotions are involved
in the design process. With her in-
depth answers she makes over the rooms from top to bottom.
If you are having a design or building dilemma then you have
come to the right place. Fire away and look for your answer in
upcoming issues of LivingSims.
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Dear Bella,
My husband and I have been living the
simple life for as long as we’ve been together.
We're absolutely not rich and don't have
money for extras. Our daughter Alison has
slept in the same bedroom for over 15 years
- since she was just a toddler (God, I'm
getting old!). Her room is so out-dated, and
it just breaks my heart to see her going up
the stairs every day to her room to do her
homework without a complaint. She is now
17, and my husband Richard just received
an amazing raise. I would like to completely
renovate Alison’s room from top to bottom
as a surprise while she is on vacation with
her boyfriend, but I have no idea how!
Alison loves photography, as I'm sure

you’ll notice from the photos enclosed, and
books are her absolute passion. A large
bookcase is definitely a must here! She loves
very comfortable furnishings and warm and
dark colors and materials.
Could you please help me?

/‘fe(«e?ul Mom

Before: The room was messy, cold and outdated.
There was a desperate need of organization and
storage space.

Dear Helpful Mom,
First let me congratulate you on your husband’s
raise! It was beneficial timing to say the least,
and more money will afford you the leeway to
decorate your daughter’s outdated room in
style. So let’s get started!

I must say that | was left dumbfounded after
having counted eight ceiling lamps of varying
shapes, sizes and designs in the photos you
sent. This is enough to drive your electric bill sky
high and pull the ceiling down on top of your
daughter’s head! They have to go right away.
One atmospheric light is more than enough for
any room. You may, of course, add task lighting
by way of bedside or desk top lamps, but to add
more than that may be too much. Luminaries

can set the atmosphere of a room and provide
the dual purpose of decorating a space, so be
sure to choose wisely and keep your daughter’s
tastes in mind. There are a vast number of online
companies that specialize in light fixtures for
all walks of life, and of course you can never go
wrong with the everyday swap-meet or con-
signment shop.

Itis indeed evident that your daughter has a
gift for photography and a love of books. Why
not combine the two, and use her love for books
as a way to create a theme for her room? It's easy
enough to have a distinct space that’s devoted
to her photography and another that’s devoted
to her love for the literary world. You can even
use the combined theme of her hobbies as a way



“Warm tones like red,
brown and gold or yellow
are very popular in today’s
more attractive palettes,”

to choose décor pieces. You may, for instance,
choose a favorite book she may have loved as
a child or discovered as a young adult and use
that as a starting point. Framed text is modern
and far more stylish than a wall littered with
string wires displaying varied snapshots. This is
not to say that you should hide your daughter’s
work. However, a more orderly presentation is
preferable and will work to exhibit her artin a
better light.

As for the color scheme, it would be irrespon-
sible of me to suggest specific colors without
having met your daughter; however, | can pro-
pose some colors that would best accomplish
the desired “warmth” your daughter prefers.
Warm tones like red, brown and gold or yel-
low are very popular in today’s more attractive
palettes, and there are various ways for you to
implement them or introduce them into a color
palette using your daughter’s favorite color(s).

Comfort seating is also in order for this space.
You have some lovely, tall windows that are not
being put to good use. What's better than loung-
ing on a nice sofa on a beautiful day and read-
ing a good book or simply enjoying the view
your windows offer? | suggest a nice window
bench or settee. It would make a great place to
sit and relax, chat with friends or read a good
book. Placing it beneath or near the windows
would also give your daughter more room to
maneuver.

Your desire to give your daughter the gift of a
newly styled room is wonderful and very help-
ful. Just remember to give her favorite colors
and her hobbies center stage and provide her
with plenty of built-in shelving (which is far bet-
ter than an old-timey, standalone bookshelf) for
her books, and you can't fail. You may even get
the award for best mother of the year!

Best Wishes, )24;////






» Handy andy

Article by: LemonlJelly
Photographs by: Deelightful
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| have recently visited your gym and | must
agree that it would be an excellent idea to
renovate it. The gym already has lots of great
features that you could emphasize. For exam-
ple, what Sim wouldn’t enjoy that view whilst
on a treadmill? I think there is a lot you could
do without breaking your budget. Removing
that stripy wallpaper to expose the original
stone work and lighten it up by painting some
of the walls cream. Additionally you could
move around some of the partitioning walls
to maximize your space and create a yoga
and aerobics room which is very popular at
the moment. Don't forget to add a space for
relaxing in-between workouts which is both

comfy and functional. Lastly, | would recom-
mend removing the tiles and carpets, I'm sure
there is a fantastic wooden floor underneath
there.

Good luck,

2,
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| am very interested in the shape of your
home, it’s very original. However, | agree that
those windows have got to go. | recommend
removing the exterior siding that has been
stuck to your home and see what you find
underneath; you might be pleasantly sur-
prised. | think adding some large, white win-
dows would not only brighten up the exterior
but also allow lots of light to filter into your
home. After all of that is complete you must
light some candles and enjoy your romantic
evenings together.

Hopejhat helps,
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My wife Tessa loves to collect things. Any
time we visit anywhere new she always heads
straight to the nearest consignment store to
bag herself a bargain. The downside of this is
there is nowhere in our home for her to dis-
play her treasures. After a lot of head scratch-
ing I came up with the idea of shelving under
the stairs. The perfect use of space and | am
no longer tripping over music boxes!



Putting the Tip to Use:

Making the

QUIDOORS
Work for You

Last month LivingSims members were invited
to “put the tip to use” in regards to outside
places. Whether it was a porch on a high
rise in Bridgeport or a patio in Sunset Valley,
the results for the challenge were beautiful,
creative, and fun. Here are some highlights to
inspire your own outdoor space.

Article by: Eronoel
Photographs by: admiralapple, Lylim, Meghanmason,
Protectron, Saprophyte, Scarletkabby
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Add seating

By just adding some seating options, your porch becomes
the perfect place to entertain and relax. Try adding different
types of furniture like seats, swings and lounge chairs. While
you shouldn't feel beholden to one type of seating, just be
sure that whatever you use outside can stand the elements
or is properly protected.

Scarletkabby shows that even the smallest porches have
possibilities. With a large sofa and extra seating, Scarletk-
abby makes a small city porch the perfect place for hanging
out with friends.



Making the Outdoors Work for You « 50

Bring the inside out

Engage your imagination. Include things
that might not normally be in an outdoor
living space like curtains, paintings, books
and other accessories that are thought to
be “indoor”There is no reason why you can't
enjoy some of your favorite pastimes in the
fresh air.

Protectron’s porch is a perfect example of
what you can do with your porch if you just
let your imagination run wild. With musical
instruments, books and globes, the balcony
provides a great view and fresh air for those
Sims who want to bring the inside out.

LS
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Making the Outdoors Work for You « 52

Decorate for all times of day

Make your porch or patio a place to enjoy
twenty-four hours a day. Place lights with
night in mind. Use candles and lights to
make your outdoor living space a place to
relax any time of day.

With a roaring fire pit and large floor
lights, Lylim6 makes this patio a fun place to
be, both night and day. Not only does the
fire pit provide light, it will also help keep
the chill away in those colder months.

NOA 10} 3IOA SI00PINO 3Y1 Bupe « £



Making the Outdoors Work for You « 54

Use plants as decoration

Add some organic green to your space with
plants in pots, ivy climbing up walls and
hanging plants. An assortment of plants can
also help blend your patio into your larger
garden.

Meghanmason’s patio is a great exam-
ple of how plants can add to the theme
of a place. In this case, Meghanmason has
used palms and bamboo to create a tropical
feel. Not only does the patio feel lush and
vibrant, it transports you to the tropics.



Making the Outdoors Work for You « 56

Make it shady

Add pergolas, umbrellas, shades and lattice work to keep your
outdoor living space shady in the hot summer. Not only can
pergolas and umbrellas add style, they help keep your space
comfortable during the day.

Saprophyte creates a summer refuge by making her outside
haven under a large pergola with curtains. The shade makes
this space the perfect place to hang out during the summer
months when you want to stay outside but not get too hot.



Making the Outdoors Work for You « 58

Think about food and drinks

On larger outdoor living spaces add an outdoor kitchen, a
barbeque, or a bar and tables to make an outdoor dining
area. Porches, patios and balconies are great places to enter-
tain, just make sure you have enough seating, a bar or a grill.

Admiralapple’s penthouse porch is ready for parties with a
long bar with seats. The porch provides the perfect place for
your Sims to sip cocktails on warm summer nights.
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Halliwell Manor: A Charming Encounter

The rumors were rampant. It was haunted. It was evil. It was
possessed. It was built on an ancient burial ground. Witches lived
there, and they dined on small children and pets. So why, in the name
of all things sacred and good, was I told that I had to go and interview
the occupants of Halliwell Manor? I decided that I best be well
informed before I embarked on this task, and what my research told
me was very interesting....and very eerie.

Article by: Ballarose

Originally builtin 1898, it is said that the house
sits at the center of five life elements (earth,
fire, wood, water and metal) makes it a spirit-
ual nexus. The Halliwell family has owned the
house for four generations. Today, the house is
occupied by the Halliwell sisters Piper, Phoebe
and Paige. My research also told me there was
a fourth sister, Prue, who had died although
the circumstances surrounding her death were
vague.

On my way to the interview, | had visions of
a crumbling house surrounded by gnarly dead
trees and rotting gardens. Imagine my surprise
when | pulled up to a lovely Victorian, reminis-
cent of the dollhouse | owned as a child. Still, |
was not going to be lulled into a false sense of
security and let my guard down. Nope....this girl
was not going to end up a toad or something
equally nasty. | took a deep breath and headed
up the front walk of the house.
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Before | even had a chance to knock, the door
swung open, and | was greeted by a slight
young woman, her hair cropped in a neat lit-
tle pixie cut.

“Let’s settle in the sitting room for a bit. My
sisters will be down in a few minutes.”

| was surprised by the formality of the sitting
room, and Phoebe explained that they had tried
as much as possible to stay true to the history
of the home.

“People are always surprised when they come
here,’ she said.“Piper, my sister, owns one of the
hottest clubs around, P3, so they expect us to
have this modern, sleeked out home. But that'’s
just not us; we are very much intertwined with
our heritage”

The sitting room was lovely and soothing.
Creams and a soft sage green made it cool and
refreshing. The faded wallpaper only added
character to the room. A couch layered with
pillows invited you to sink back and relax. An
antique writing desk made of warm cherry
wood contrasted nicely with the cream and fit
perfectly with the rest of the décor.”It’s been in
this house for four generations,”

Phoebe said proudly.”l often sit at it and visual-
ize my ancestors doing the same””

The sound of footsteps interrupted this
moment of nostalgia as two gorgeous young
women entered the room. Phoebe introduced
her sisters, Piper and Paige. | made a comment
about their names all starting with the letter ‘P,
and Piper explained that it is a Halliwell tradition
which is also why her club is called P3.1 made a
mental note to touch base with Piper later about
possibly doing an article on P3.

“Come,” said Paige, “Let’s begin the grand
tour”

To the left of the living room was an entryway
in to a solarium. The décor of cream and sage
continued here. Oversized plants, wicker furni-
ture pieces and a wrought iron dining table con-
nected you to the outdoors and made you feel
as though you were sitting in the garden.

We continued on upstairs where each of the
girls had their own bedrooms. By now | was get-
ting a pretty good sense of the girls’ person-
alities, so | was curious to see how this would
translate into their own private living spaces.
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Piper was the serious one, and her room
reflected this. The pillows on the bed were
lined up in military precision. Family photo-
graphs graced the walls. Piper explained that
she took on the responsibility of keeping the
family history alive and that the photographs
of her ancestors remind and motivate her daily
to keep up with this important task.

Paige’s bedroom oozed femininity and
romance and was the essence of Paige. It was
all about lace, floral and scented candles. She
explained that she only recently found her half-
sisters, and she only agreed to move in if she
could have a space that was just for her.”l am
still working on developing my connection with
this house,” she told me.

Phoebe’s room was next, and when | entered
| had to suppress a gasp. Up until now there was
no indication that any of the rumors surround-
ing this house and its inhabitants were true. Yet
there, right before my eyes, lay a plethora of evi-
dence that perhaps there may be some

truth to them. The room was an exercise in con-
fusion. On the one hand, it was a room that was
obviously occupied by a fashion conscious and
trendy young woman; on the other-hand, odd
touches of the bizarre clearly showed another
side of her.

“I have come to embrace and even cherish
who and what | am,” she told me. The sisters
exchanged the briefest of glances. And there
it finally was - the elephant in the room had
been outed.

We finished our tour of the house in the
kitchen, which was surprisingly small compared
to the grandiosity of the rest of the house. Bot-
tles containing strange lumpy things sat out on
the counter, and the pungent odor almost made
me gag. My eyes rested on an old fashioned
broom up against the wall, and I must have had
a strange expression because the girls burst out
laughing and assured me that it was not a mode
of transportation.

*/9
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As | was getting ready to leave, the girls told
me there was one more thing they wanted to
show me.They led me through a side door, and
| found myself in a lovely English styled gar-
den. Three statues loomed protectively over
the garden.

“This is Prue’s Memorial Garden,” Piper said
in a hushed voice.”When we need her strength
this is where we come!”

| told them that | knew of Prue’s death but
did not want to bring it up for fear of stirring
up sad memories; yet here in the garden | did
not feel sadness. Suddenly, a soft breeze stirred,
and the girls smiled in unison. Words were not
necessary.

| said my goodbyes; and, as | was leaving,
Phoebe pulled me aside.“We will not be both-
ered if you want to refer to us as witches,” she
said. “For too long this community has been
afraid of something they don’t know anything
about. We want to be part of this community
so we're hoping this article will open the doors
to that”
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Diaheal Details

We're all obsessed by the bigger image: getting
the entire room in one shot, every part and every
corner must be photographed and included in
your oh so limited 10 pictures maximum post.
It made me realize that we needed a challenge
that focused on the small things, the closer
looks, the close-ups and the details because
that's where the Devil is. Getting closer to
objects in real life can be even more interesting
than desperately trying to catch the

entire world in your camera’ lens

as that's where the beauty is in my

opinion. This challenge forced its

participants to take a step forward

and take a closer look. This article

will be about the beautiful and

ugly aspects of getting closer in the

world of the Sims.

Article by: Protectron
Photographs by: ATS Sandy, lylimé, Moxxa, Naitomea_Sims and Ninja Unicorn



Step 1: Liberation

Probably the most important part of getting
closer in the world of the Sims, is entering the
liberating mode of the ‘free camera’ By press-
ing‘Tab’on the left-hand of your keyboard, you
will enter this state which will instantly give you
a new form of freedom. When taking pictures,
take some time to choose the right angle. It is
better to have 30 pictures with one perfect shot
in it than 5 with one mediocre one. Get low until
itis as if you stare the objects directly in the face
but try not to make a picture that looks down
on the object. It looks bad when taking pictures
of rooms but also when taking them of objects.
A very interesting perspective is to look (a lit-
tle) up to them, the so called ‘frog-perspective’.
Mess around with your camera, maybe you find
an even more attractive perspective.

Step 2: Selection

When you take close-ups of objects in the real
world, your camera view can get blurry. This is
not the case in the Sims but there is another
problem. Objects in the Sims often look great
from a large distance, basically because that’s
all you need when playing the Sims. Though
when getting closer and closer, you instantly
notice that objects tend to get blurry, have
sharp edges, the texts on them are unreada-
ble, etc. When choosing your objects, try to be
careful of their quality. A lot of beautiful and
detailed stuff is out there but there’s also some
of less favourable quality. Of course, objects in
the Sims are not even nearly the same as in real
life so it can never be fully avoided but try to be
careful. Another way of enhancing the objects
is a beautiful program called Photoshop (simi-
lar software can also be used) which will make
you able to bend reality into a far more perfect
and beautiful state. Use this to your advantage.

* €L



Step 3: Placement

Placing objects is critical when taking photos in
general but even more so when taking close-
ups. Everything will be more visible and also
bigger. First, when placing objects, try to not let
them bleed through each other noticeably so
hide it cleverly or avoid it. Secondly, pay atten-
tion to the position of your objects. Don't place
small objects behind bigger ones if you want
them to be visible and also try to arrange them
in a realistic way. Small objects can be placed
on small objects with the smart use of OMSPs.
Another important thing when taking close-
ups that involve any form of reflection both
in mirrors and in shiny objects (such as wine
glasses), is to pay attention to its reflection and
see what's on the other side of the room. Is it in
the same style? It’s like opening a new dimen-
sion within your photo when using reflective
objects. Make good use of it.

Step 4: CASTing

They are available in hundreds of colours,
shapes, styles, types and layers both unalterable
and alterable. | am of course talking about pat-
terns; a godsend from EA Headquarters when
the Sims 3 was released. When choosing pat-
ternsitis the same as with objects: pay attention
to the quality from up close. It is also very impor-
tant to make sure they fit seamlessly around an
object so make sure they’re mapped right and
recolor nicely.

Step 5: Lighting

Oh so important is the use of light and hidden
in the buydebug menu you will find the ‘Area
Lights'(i.e. Ceiling Area Light 1x1). These square
light beams will allow you to control light and its
whimsical side-effects. When placing light, it is
very important to prevent the glare-effect you
sometimes get when placing lights too close to
objects. Though sometimes unavoidable, it can
often be easily solved. A great way to do so is
to change the light-colour to ‘flame’. This warm
glow will bathe your objects in a comfortable
sun-like light and decrease glares. Another way
of preventing over-lighted objects is by simply
tuning down the amount of light by ctrl+shift
clicking on the light fixtures. Play around
with light but pay attention to the source, the
amount, the shades and the colour.

7
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Step 6: Realism

As mentioned earlier, you are able (and allowed
in my challenge) to enhance the reality with
Photo-editing software. This is a great way to
make your pictures more realistic and extremely
beautiful and it can also be used to change the
focus or brush away imperfections. A great use
of the Blur-tool is used in moxxa'’s pictures. She
used it perfectly to give the idea of actually
taking a photo with a camera. Go crazy with
Photo editing software but always keep real-
ism in mind. Diamonds are beautiful but don't
have 3000 lens-flares if the sun lays it’s radiant
beams on it.

Step 7: Creativity
The possibilities are endless when it comes to
choosing the place of your clutter-ridden and
detailed location. Be creative! It can be literally
anywhere in the world, anywhere in a house
with or without function, broken or brand new,
inside or outside, on the roof or in the basement.
Have fun when making detailed and realistic
close-up shots in or around your sim’s house. It
can really be a challenge but you will surely cre-
ate some eye candy!



One Bed infinete Possiblities « 78

One Bed oo

The challenge this month revolved around one bed
with infinite possibilities. Beds are not only a place
to sleep or relax - they can also be an important
focal point in your bedroom. Whether you have

eclectic

For an eclectic bedroom, don’t forget that you can add cushions and a great
throw. Adding a vintage chest at the end with all your favourite treasures
gives the illusion of being an extension of the bed. Moxxa has chosen some
thoughtful clutter to surround the bed and draw your eye creating the illu-
sion that the bed really belongs here in this exact space.

Possibilities

a sentimental attachment to your bed or simply
cannot afford to replace it, we can show you ways of
incorporating your bed into any décor.



African

For the African theme, Sandy
has used animal prints around
the bed, on pillows and even
a rug. Staining the bedframe
a dark wood tone brings this
sleeping area right into the
theme and makes the whole
space work together. The
additions of the leather chest
and wooden mask are great
details that become part of
the focal point of the room.
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Modern Scandinavian
What makes the bed work

in Sigmund’s Modern Scan-
dinavian space is how it has
been painted to match the
rest of the furniture. The
black against the white walls
is very effective for this style.
The duvet cover also picks up
colours from the surrounding
furniture and ties the whole
room together.



French country

For a French Country or Victo-
rian look, add some posts to the
ends of your bed, cover them
with some light fabric and you
have an instant update on your
old bed. Lady_Christine also
matched colours from the bed-
ding with the new fabric; and,
in doing so, created the illusion
that the bed has always looked
this way.



3 Colons

[ t hs by: LivingSims Staff
Article & photographs by: LivingSims Sta 1. Be brave and add a splash of drama to your

#82272E home. The walls in this dining room were
painted a deep red. A mango yellow was
used as the accent color to brighten up
the room and keep it from looking like a
bordello.

2. The windows and trim were painted a cream
color which added a modern flair to the
room.

#DFB43E #EDECDF
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1. When you decorate in 3 colors and can't
make it look cohesive, choose a neutral color
to combine them all together.

2. When you find decorating in primary colors

hard and you can't get it right, try using pat-
terns. They break a room and give it just that
little bit extra.
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1. By adding a deep red color to your walls, you
can instantly bring a feeling of warmth and
sophistication to your room.

2. Balance things out by using cream furniture
and a few yellow accents to avoid the room
getting too dark.



3 Colors « 92

1. Light colors can make a room feel bright and
airy. This can be enhanced by using a dark
color as an accent.

2. Use a pattern that has three or four channels

and recolor using two colors. It can make a
pattern look completely different.

510]0D € + €6



1. When using bold colors, accent with natu-
ral woods and stone to really make those
colors pop.

2. Use stages in spaces you wouldn’t normally
put them. It can really add to a small space.
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1. When it comes to color, most people think of
painting the walls. But using color in acces-
sories can be just as effective. It leaves an
impression without being too bold.

2. Think of neutrals as peacemakers. They help
other colors get along. In this sunroom, the
white breaks up the gold and the red and
stops them from being overpowering.

SI0[0D €+ /6



1. Give dark walls some character by using a
pattern and shading all colorable areas with
the same color. This gives them a faux-finish
or stenciled look.

2. When you have a 3-color decorating palette,
use the brighter colors as decorative accents
to draw the eye.
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1. When planning a kitchen space, take a risk
and splash a dramatic color on the walls.

2. The intensity of the wall color can be toned
down with lighter shades on the cabinets
and counters.

slojos €+ 10l



1. To make your nursery seem more cosy, try
using a plush carpet instead of a wooden
floor.

2. Don't be afraid to use a bold pattern on your
wall. It can really pack a punch.
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1. Hot orange and red are very strong colours.

When working with strong colours a white
backdrop can balance space so they do not
become too overwhelming. Natural materi-
als also offset strong colours nicely.

. You can get a very tropical effect in your

room by using strong colours along with
white walls, dark woods and green plants.

. Do not be afraid to combine modern fur-

niture with traditional furniture pieces;
just make sure to have either mostly mod-
ern pieces or mostly traditional ones. Hav-
ing one dominating the other will keep the
room from being a mess and let the tradi-
tional pieces be a feature.

$10j0D €+ 501



1. Think of cream walls as a blank canvas ready
for your creative touch. By adding fabrics
and décor in rich reds and oranges, you can
make the room come to life.

2. Don't forget those extra little touches like
artwork and floral arrangements. These can
really give your space that interior decora-
tor magic.
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1. To break the monotony of a stone wall,
try using tiles. The yellow colour on them
brightens this otherwise dark corners.

2. ARed and cream checkered pattern immedi-
ately adds a great country look, especially for
curtains. Why not also use it on dinnerware?

SI0j0D €601



1. When using a select choice of colors, try var-
ying them by using brighter tints or darker
shades of the same hue. This helps to break
the monotony and also helps your eyes to
make a smooth transition from one space
to another.

2. Symmetry is a good thing but learning how
to bring balance to a space outside the box
of twos and threes is even better. You can
achieve balance by using color, shapes and
implementing a theme of objects like plants,
plates, baskets and so much more!



ContraStlng ELE MENTS a marriage between modern

design and elegant living
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Q&A

with our latest contest winner

Article by: Moxxa | Photographs by: Lhonna

The LivingSims'“Triple Trouble” contest came to an end and we sat down with our winner, Lhonna, to talk about
the whole experience. This contest was our biggest ever, counting 50 contestants. Four rounds, four different
styles, three cute children, and two couples. The challenge was huge but our members made it all look very easy.

*GlLL
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The grandparent’s bedroom in English Country style was the ice-breaker.
Beautiful dark wood combined with soft wallpaper made this room look
very inviting. The curtains, wall art and strategically placed clutter were
the things that we fell in love with. You could just smell the

homemade cookies and tea.

Each and every entry from Lhonna was gor-
geous - from the decorating, to the atmosphere,
to the quality of the pictures which were so crisp
and clean. She made it look so easy we wanted
to know what the hardest part was for her.

The hardest part was to respond to the style
that was established for each round. Before Tri-
ple Trouble, while playing Sims, | just followed
my instinct and | was never building houses or
decorating them in any concrete style. That is

why it was really a new experience for me, to
capture the style and still follow the instinct.

Many of us got inspired by your pictures. Where
did you find your inspiration?

| got my inspiration from pictures | found on the
web. When the round rules were announced, |
spent a few hours searching for example shots
of each style. In general, | can be inspired by
anything: the color of fresh grass or the sounds

VAN!
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Lhonna’s entry for the Coastal living space made it look so easy. Colors
were perfectly picked; strong blues and browns looked so yummy. All the
pillows, the way the furniture was set and the sea-oriented clutter made
this room a perfect place to spend quality family time.

*6L1L
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of music. Itis a very rare thing that | get inspira-
tion from interior design magazines because |
do not read them so often. In my life, | am more
focused on web design trends which are con-
nected with my job rather than interior design.

Next, we asked our champion to give our read-
ers a couple of useful tips.

My first tip is to use CAS (Create-A-Style) as often
as possible. A lot of objects and textures in the
game seem to be dull on first view but some-
times it is just a matter of color or material; when
you change one or both you can get something
new and really cool. In my opinion, CAS is one
of the greatest tools in Sims 3. With CAS you can
customize almost everything in the Sims world
and have furniture in any color you want it to
have. I think | would not have stopped playing
The Sims 2 if there were CAS.

My second tip is to use OSMPs (One More Slot
Package). If you want to decorate a room to look
realistic you should place extra clutter beyond
the basic slots that are available on furniture
and also place clutter on some things that do
not have slots at all, for example, on top of a
fridge or on a stove.

Tip number three is to always pay attention
to the quality of the pictures you are taking.
Even the best decorated space can look poor
if pictures are taken with bad perspective or
poor light. When | am taking my pictures, most
often | add an extra wall or ceiling light from the
buydebug catalogue, | also change its intensity
or sometimes the color for better effects. On the
LivingSims forum and in LivingSims Magazine
you will find more tips about taking great pho-
tos in the game.

Only one word came to our minds while looking at the Shabby Chic
nursery - classy. The choice of furniture, wallpaper and rugs reflect
the style so brilliantly but it's the little details that made this room so

gorgeous- classy and beautiful.

What was the reason for entering this contest?
Win? Experience? Challenge?

When | saw the contest rules | thought why not?
I love building and decorating in the Sims and
this contest was a great opportunity to try it
myself.

What have you learned from Triple Trouble?

Before the contest, | played the game with just
some store stuff. During the contest | tried to
do something different and learned that there

is a whole world of beautiful custom content
for the game.

Last question, but the most obvious one: would
you enter a contest again?

It was really fun, so yes. Of course, if | have
enough free time.

Ll



123 « Interview: Lhonna

CC 1l - BUUOYT :MaIAIL1U|



<124

This was a beautiful kitchen and dining area in Tuscany Country style. The
atmosphere of the pictures was just stunning. Every little detail was just
breathtaking. It’s as if you walked through the front door and ended up

in real life Tuscany. Bottles of wine, jars full of homemade jam, the cheese
on the table waiting to be eaten - all of these added to the whole Tuscany
feel. That is what a Tuscany kitchen looks like in our minds.

*GCl
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Including Varnish, Paint and
Kitchen Archeology

article and photographs by Eronel



After living in Germany for two years I didn't
know what to expect when I stepped off the
airplane and back into my homeland, the United
States of America. When my parents saw me, right
after I passed customs, they hopped up and down
and squeezed me as tight as they could, trying to
make up for two years without their daughter.

Leaving Germany had been a lot of work, rent-
ing and leaving apartments is a very different
process than in the United States. In the US the
owner is responsible for the cleaning any nec-
essary renovations, but in Berlin, our friends
informed us, we were responsible for making
our 100 year old apartment habitable for the
future tenants. We whipped out the cleaning
supplies and spent a week cleaning every nook
and cranny and crossed our fingers that the
owner wouldn’t make us paint.

In the end our German apartment stayed
paint-less, but our American house didn’t share
the same fate. After two years with a rough
renter, our home, a tiny 1942 prairie style build-
ing, needed armfuls of tender loving care.

Since buying the house four years ago, we
always had a list of projects that we wanted to
get done but never had the opportunity to com-
plete. This summer was the perfect time to start
working on some of our long overdue projects
since the house didn't have any furniture in it.

First, we needed new flooring. The carpets
were stained and almost threadbare. | peeked
under a corner of one slightly torn piece and
below it was beautiful, untouched oak. My hus-
band and | spent our first day pulling up old
carpet and revealing the amazing beauty of
1940s oak flooring, which had never actually
been used.



My husband rented a sander from our local
home repair shop and started working on prim-
ing the wood floors for varnish. He worked on
the main parts of the floor and | took my mouse
sander into the corners to make sure all the
wood matched. After we finished sanding, the
floor was ready for varnish.

Staining the floors would take three days to
soak and dry, and we didn’t have that much
time. We wanted to be able to finish the floor
and move our furniture in later that week. Lucky
for us, there was a quick drying clear varnish

that made the natural wood colors pop and it
dried within a few hours.

While my husband was working on the floors,
| poked my head into the master and guest bed-
room. Both the rooms were painted with dark
colors, which made the small rooms look tiny.
The master bedroom had a great blue, but it
was too dark so | chose a lighter color hue.
After changing to a lighter hue, the bedroom
felt relaxing and calm.



+132

The guest room was brown, which was boring
and bland. | picked out a bright sunny yellow
to make the room, which doesn’t get much sun,
more sunny feeling. Because the brown was
so dark, | had to do a base coat and then two
coats of the yellow afterwards. Still, once the
last coat of yellow was on the walls, the bright-
ened space beamed. The once depressing space
transformed into a cheerful oasis, with just three
layers of paint.
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My house has some original 1940s kitchen cabi-
nets, and | decided to remove the previous own-
er's contact paper and put in some of my own.
Peeling away one layer of contact paper with
pink roses, | found another layer with blue flow-
ers, and then hints of another with rose plaid.
As | peeled off the last layers of contact paper,
| noticed that the cabinet had also been previ-
ously painted at least two times, first with white,
and then, the very under coat, was a bright fire
engine red.

“I strained to imagine my
kitchen cabinets painted
red. Whoever did that,
certainty had bold taste.”

| wasn't sure what to do with my cabinets, now
that | had finished my kitchen archeology. |
strained to imagine my kitchen cabinets painted
red. Whoever did that, certainty had bold taste.
After some discussion with my husband, we
decided that painting the cabinets white would
be the best solution. And so, | spent two days
trying to re-cover that red, and then lined the
cabinets with some plastic liner.

Five days later, after we got to our little white
house with the gray roof, we had renovated its
insides and were dead tired. My husband and |
hobbled around grabbing some drinks and sit-
ting on the stoop. | snuggled against him, in
my paint stained clothing, and instead of cheer-
ing about what we had just finished, we started
shaping new ideas about things to paint, places
to tile and what color carpet to put in our base-
ment. | knew right then that we hadn't finished
our renovations, we had just started!
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Somewhere deep in the jungles of the Osa Peninsula in Costa Rica
you will find the ultra-exclusive and ultra-private Curacién Jardines
(Healing Gardens) Retreat. As a travel writer for the magazine, I was
lucky enough to score one of the special invitations available to the
press to review this self-proclaimed paradise. After a 5 2 hour plane
ride to San Jose, Costa Rica’s capital city, I was then whisked away on
the company’s private helicopter for the 45-minute trip to Curacién

+136

Jardines. As I sank into the deep cushioned and soft leather seats,

my guide for the day, Maria Cortez, handed me a delicious cocktail

of fresh mango and champagne. After going through some safety

features, which included assuring me that the professional pilot was

trained in mountain rescue heli, we ascended to the skies for our

45-minute flight to the Osa Peninsula.

With no roads in or out, Curacion Jardines is
only accessible by helicopter, and its location
is a highly guarded secret. Maria explained how
Curacién Jardines came to fruition. A Canadian
couple, both of them accomplished family ther-
apists, found their relationship had come to a
dead end. They decided they would embark
on an adventure to try to re-ignite the passion.
During their travels, they found themselves at a
small boutique hotel in the Osa Peninsula and
immediately fell in love with the area... and
with one another again. If this place could heal
their relationship, they thought; why not com-
bine their expertise as therapists with the heal-
ing powers of the Osa jungle? They purchased
300 acres of jungle land, and thus their jour-
ney began.

Designed to respect all the elements of the
environment, Curacién Jardines was built from
tropical woods and from trees and foliage that
had already fallen to the jungle floor. To ensure
that the experience is totally focused on the
guests, Curacién Jardines only accommodates
one couple at a time with a minimum one week
stay.

Maria led me into the main area of the jun-
gle cabin, and | was struck by how open and
spacious it was. To my right, there was a sitting
area where glass walls make you feel one with
the jungle. Seating was strategically placed and
morning mist from the jungle swirled, creating a
mystical aura. Beautiful tropical artwork graced
the walls. To the left of the entrance way, there
was an alcove, and inside was a small bar.

cLEL
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Maria explained that all the tile work was hand
painted by local artisans and all of the liqueurs
were from fruits grown in the surrounding jun-
gle.Tucked around the corner was another inti-
mate seating area, and there was a table laden
with the most succulent fruits and delicious-loo-
king baked goods imaginable. Maria told me
that all of the food is prepared by a world class
chef from Switzerland. Fresh fruits are picked
daily and refreshed throughout the day.

The open concept floor plan continued ups-
tairs. The bed was suspended from the ceiling
and swayed gently in the morning breeze. A
luxurious bathroom, complete with jungle
plants, soft lighting and a bathtub that could
comfortably hold two, finished off this perfect
romantic space. Just off the bedroom, there
was a glassed in dining area where meals were
served. Maria explained that the staff was trained
to slip in and out unseen to ensure that the cou-
ple’s experience was one of total privacy.

We finished our tour with a walk around the
grounds. The jungle was alive with sights and
sounds that accosted my senses. Monkeys chat-
tered in the trees, and Scarlett Macaws circled
high above the jungle canopy calling out to
their mates. Tiny hummingbirds whizzed past
me, and butterflies the size of my hand flittered
among the plants. All of this felt so surreal, as
though | was in some magical fantasy. | com-
mented on how blue and clear the water was,
and Maria explained that the water comes from
a spring high up in the mountains.

In the distance, | could hear the whir of the
helicopter, and | knew my time in paradise had
come to an end. Reluctantly, | said my good-
byes and thanked Maria for her time. Taking as
deep a breath as possible, | inhaled the heady
fragrances and tucked the memory away in a
special spot. Maybe someday, when | become
part of a couple, | can experience Curacion Jar-
dines the way it is meant to be experienced.

*6€L
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When I stepped off the tiny plane
that brought me to Bali, the thick,
hot air embraced me. I felt slightly
overwhelmed; but as my lungs

got used to the humidity, the
realization that I was really “there”
finally started to hit me.

| had entered a local radio sweepstakes a few
months before and, to my surprise, won an all-
expenses-paid trip to the swanky Kunta Beach
Resort in Bali. The resort was famous for both its
ecologically and culturally traditional architec-
ture and had won quite a few awards for serv-
ice, food and style. As | traveled in the resort-
provided car, | peered out at the lush vegetation
which seemed to hang heavily from the sur-
rounding Banyan trees.

When | finally got to the resort, | immedi-
ately saw what all the fuss was about. It mir-
rored its natural surroundings with dark woods
and open rooms, but it also had a refined feel
to it with expensive fabrics and unique artwork.
Yan, the concierge, greeted me and guided me
through the resort. He told me a bit about the
history of Kunta Beach Resort as we headed to
my beachfront room. The resort had been the
brain child of the famous Ida Tebasaya, a Bal-
inese filmmaker who wanted to make a five-
star resort that felt like “"home!

When we got to my room, Yan reminded me
of the twenty-four hour kitchen which served a
mix of traditional Balinese fare as well as other

Article by: Eronoel
Photographs by: Catvonpaxton

vl



144

Asian and international dishes. | stepped into
my room, an open-air space that led out to a
patio with my own personal swimming pool
and spa. Beyond the swimming pool, the surf
softly lapped on the white sand beach. | was in
my own personal paradise.

The whole resort consisted of only a half
dozen suites, each designed in a unique man-
ner. My room was called the Mount Agung room
since | could see the peak of the mountain from
my back windows. A book on the desk described
how the hotel was built in an ecological man-
ner with locally harvested wood and supported
the local craftsmen and women by incorporat-
ing native Balinese woodcarvings and woven
linens into the decor.

The rooms were built with open access to the
ocean to take advantage of the sea breezes and
used traditional thatching on the roof. Rather
than closing off the rooms with solid dividers,
the walls were made of slatted wood that could
be opened and closed to control the tempera-
ture. There was also an array of coconut, bam-
boo and acacia trees surrounding the room for
both beauty and privacy.

The resort featured a spa located on the facili-
ties which embraced a natural, organic and sus-
tainable philosophy. The resort’s body scrubs
sounded like something out of the room service
menu: warm coconut body scrub, magnificent
mangosteen lather, and bright orange balm.



A variety of delightful massages on the beach
were also offered. | knew | was going to have to
sign up for one of those in the coming days!

Eventually, as my initial wonder began to wear
off,  suddenly realized that | was exhausted from
my long plane flight. My four-poster bed with its
fine silk linens engulfed me in feathery softness,
and | slowly drifted off to sleep knowing that no
dream could compare to this reality.

VAA!
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TS2 Naitomea - LIyr Castle Shooting Lodge & Hotel -Wales

The beautiful land of Wales isn’t the obvious choice for vacation. But it
is just as exotic as any other place. The natural setting around the hotel
looks untouched, as if you are the first one to step on that ground. This
place is ideal for people who enjoy a little adventure and exploring as
well as some quiet and peaceful time indoors. Once you enter the hotel,
you might get the feeling the time has stopped, but that is the general
idea of the owners. The rustic, traditional atmosphere in the hotel will
make sure that you come back again...and again...and again.
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Lylim -Thai Inspired

Nothing screams exotic like this Thai-inspired
hotel. If you enjoy spending time in nature, this
is the perfect place for you. What could be more
soothing than going to sleep with the sounds
of the birds and waking up with the sounds of
the waves from the ocean? This hotel is per-
fectly blended with nature, and we guarantee
you will forget about the rush hours, crowded
cities and everything else from real life. In this
Thai resort, nothing else exists — only you and
the great outdoors.



EvaVonAsch - Resort Villa Suite and Resort Spa

Welcome to the relaxing bit of heaven on your jour-
ney. If your main goal is to give yourself the royal treat-
ment, you are in the right place. Take a massage, chill
in the spa, or simply have a wonderful and peaceful
time in your suite. Leave your troubles at the check-in
desk. The view and the atmosphere of the hotel will
take care of everything else. All you need to do is sit
back and enjoy.
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Deelightful - Beachside Hotel

The Beachside Hotel is heavenly. Although the
rooms are quite spacious and comfy, we think
you will want to spend all of your time outside.
In addition to the great view and beach sur-
roundings, this hotel offers you a lot more than
you could ask for. Relax with one of the many
cocktails our baristas can prepare for you; have
a fun afternoon with your friends by the pool;
or feel the beach sand on your toes while tak-
ing a romantic walk in the sunset. The choices
are there for your enjoyment. You just have to
pick one.
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Macthekat - Egyptian Base Camp

Have a sensational time in exotic Egypt. Have
you ever wondered what life was like during
the Pharaoh era? You can think about that while
drinking a cocktail by the pool and looking at
the actual pyramids. Hospitality, fun and pure
satisfaction - that is our motto. Homemade
food, oriental drinks and breathtaking scen-
ery... you will never want to leave.
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Bscch - The Simtz-Carlton at Champs Les Sims

People say it's the most romantic place on Earth. We agree.
Take your significant other on a vacation they will never for-
get. Romantic strolls, fine French cuisine, high fashion - these
are just some things you can enjoy on your stay here at the
Simtz-Carlton. But we all know where the magic happens - on
your balcony where you will find the most stunning view. We
recommend an intimate dinner with a violin playing in the
background...magical doesn’t even begin to describe it. Oh,
is that a ring we see in the champagne glass?
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Article by: moxxa
Photographs by: Catvonpaxton

One of the biggest
countries in the world has
a lot more to offer than its
size like history, tradition,
pride and uniqueness

but their biggest treasure
is the people and their
stories.
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or many of us, Chinais an enigma. We always

think of it as a distant and exotic country

but you’d be surprised to learn how some
Chinese people are closer to our“western” men-
tality than we could ever imagine.

First, some facts. China is one of the oldest
civilizations in the world with nearly 4,000 years
of continuous history. The Chinese people gave
the modern world so many things like the com-
pass, mathematics, astronomy, music theory...
And the list goes on and on. As the years passed
by, they stood out as a traditional and rather
closed society. Was it their politics, their lead-
ers or something else? We don’t know but times
are changing and the Chinese are finally open-
ing up and letting other cultures into their lives.

China is the country with the largest pop-
ulation in the world, counting over one bil-
lion people. As we were drinking coffee in
the Passby Bar in Beijing, we met Chen Wei, a
26-year old design student. The conversation
was long,educational and fun. Chen (her name

means “dawn”) confirmed our theory. Chinais
full of old traditional people and buildings. But
on the other hand, itis also full of modern peo-
ple - the new generation of Chinese that can
be described as Western. The interior of these
young people’s houses might not look as old
fashioned and traditional as we tend to think
while looking at the exteriors.

The architecture of China is as old as their
civilisation. Chen Wei lives in one of the old-
est houses in Xuanwu District. Her grand-
mother passed away a year ago and left her
the house. When she moved in, Chen felt like
she'd entered a 19th century book. Everything
was decorated in strictly old fashioned Chinese
design - patterned walls covered in wallpa-
pers, quality wood furniture with decorative
carvings and fancy handles, oriental styled
rugs and paper lanterns. The house was cov-
ered with typical Chinese motifs: animals and
mystical creatures — monkeys, dragons and
tigers as well as beautiful flowers, birds and fish.

Kitchen shelves were filled with handmade blue
and white pottery.

Chen decided she wanted to decorate her
house in a young and buzzing style but with
Asian details all around. The exterior was left
intact. The interior, however, got a big make-
over. All the wallpapers were replaced as was
almost all of the original furniture. There were
only a few statement pieces left like the dining
table and the old stove.

Even though the furniture in the house
doesn‘t reflect any Chinese influence, the walls
are a different story. One of the things Chen
couldn’t replace were the paper lanterns - they
give her home quite a soft, warming glow and a
very relaxing atmosphere (especially in the bed-
room). She carefully picked the wall art and the
final result was great; a combination of posters,
modern paintings, traditional Chinese items and
the wall stencil she made herself.
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Colors were also important. In the descrip-
tion of the Chinese interior style, primary colors
are red and black and everything is based on
them. Other colors used in this style are blue,
yellow, green and gold. Chen’s finished house
might look a bit grungy with the materials she
used but combining them with modern furni-
ture and colorful details here and there makes
the house look very inviting and cosy. Just the
way she wanted.

We left Chen with our inspiration reaching the
maximum. So many brilliant interior ideas found
in an old traditional Chinese house. Who would
have thought? We will always have the (inspira-
tional) pictures from her house and many of us
will copy at least one detail in our own homes.
I know | will.

* /91
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AstraSims
' ' e Cashcraft- TSR

Article by Eronoel and Photography by Catvonpaxton

Have you ever wanted to travel the world without leaving your living
room? With these items from around the world you can evoke the
quiet zen of Asia, the adventurous spirit of the Americas, the gilded
masterpieces of Europe and the wild experiences of Africa, right in
your own home. Whether you are highlighting a few items from your
last world adventure or just want a little diversity in your décor, there

are a world of items waiting for you.

Helen-Sims
Ritsuka- GoS

Simply Styling

Eight/Three’s Atelier

M&T Sims

Ritsuka- GoS

XM Sims

ProwlerTylo- TSR
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TheWorld Review Series selects the pick of the"Create-A-World"cropinthe
Sims 3 community. Awesims released her second world, Queenstown, on
April 22nd 2011, and itis a popular custom neighbourhood at LivingSims.
Peachy kindly offered to show me around, so | grabbed my coat and
joined her for a day of exploring this vast suburban neighbourhood.

WORLD REVIEW

Exploring Queenstown with Peachy

Article by: LemonlJelly
Photographs by: Sixtyten
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World Review

As we started our tour Peachy explained “The sculpting and
painting are amazing. Beautiful shots abound no matter where
you look.”

This was clear to me as we explored her favourite place in
Queenstown, the Botanic Gardens. The garden features a large
variety of plants and some picnic benches overlooking the ocean.
| could sit here all day, but we have a tour to do. Peachy linked
her arm in mine, and we strolled down the hill towards the centre
of the neighbourhood.

Peachy tells me that the realism and attention to detail is what
makes Queenstown so special and different from your usual EA or
other custom worlds.“Even blank lots for building are perched on
scenic vistas, surrounded by trees and landscaping, or grouped
around community spaces to make mini neighbourhoods.”

As we arrive downtown, the first thing | noticed is that it is well
laid out, and the various lots are grouped together closely like
areal city. Peachy nods in agreement and adds “But they’re not
clustered randomly like Late Night worlds tend to be.”

As we stroll along the pavement, | notice how easy this world
is to navigate - very helpful for the girl who can’t read a map.
It's a medium world which is small enough to not get lost but
large enough to feature some beautiful, unique homes and all
the community lots you could ask for.
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We reach the Academy, and | am
immediately drawn to the abundance
of butterflies here. Peachy chooses this
moment to tell me the one thing she
doesn’t like about this world, although
she does soften the blow by describing it
as a love-hate problem.

“There are an incredible amount of
spawners in Queenstown, making it very
easy to make money as a collector or just
as some side cash. Almost too easy - the
very expensive rocks, butterflies, seeds,
and bugs are abundant, so it can remove
the challenge of working for your money.”

| take this opportunity to ask if she has
come across any other problems in this
world. She pauses, thinks for a moment
before nodding and explaining, “So far the
only issue is that a traffic jam tends to form
in front of the school. Multiple cars and
people arrive at the same time. Thisisn’'ta
routing issue as everyone is able to enter,
but rather more of an aesthetic issue.”

At sunset, we end our tour at a bench on
the promenade, and it is clear from the day
we spent together that Peachy will never
tire of this world. As she explains, “Even
after visiting a lot five times, | still find
something new and interesting.”

Peachy is so grateful for Awesims
attention to detail and skill in building and
landscaping that she cannot wait to see
what she comes up with next. And neither
canl.
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Created by Sixtyten

Rating: XK 3 M ¥ ¥

Required: EP’s up to Late Night, plus some
EA Store content.
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For More Information










It may be time to get back to real life
but you'll always have the memories.
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